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freely ſpeak Add, heris ragarding be Cenſare 
e rt neg 
rdination. As to which, if I remember well, #he 
affirms, ther all thas the Oriners 


ther th 


| Probation, and to the . Bleſſing 2 proves, 
5 N es apr Prayers. And 4 to make them 
( | | 5 A 3 N Lale 40. 
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Miniſters, is no Part of their Day, becauſe it LY 
wholly out of their Power. 
However, 1 am confident this is the Truth; 3 
f hier it need an extrawdinary Genius to "wake i . 
5 out. „ | 
hat Miſter cannot make a fen, 10 evident, 
4 1 g e quality d fo 
| ey cannot y 4 exſon for 
the Work of "a Mi 2 Ei. br 3 
vour it by uſe of proper Means, but they cannoi in- 
fallibly effect it. If # Man be 4 Dunce, an Here- 
17 tick or a Rake, can they inſpire him with true Xuow- 
ledge and real 721 ? Or can 4 0 ay, 
ly appoint a Perſon deſtitute of thoſe nec ug- 
4 — to the Work of a Miniſter, 9 
obſtante to Apoſtolic Divine Conſtitutions * Be- 
fades, that ti: highly profane, tis nonſenſical and 
contradictiaus; as it ſuppoſes a Power to appoint a 
Aan to do what he cannot do: A Man cannot teach 
others\ what he doth not \know himſelf. He cannot 
lead others in the way of Chriſtian Vi rtue (as every 
AMiniſter by the Divine Canon is ndiſpenſibly bound 
to do) ſo long as be himſelf 5 is WOT _ the 
Power of. Vice. 
II. as, cannot eſficacieuſly incline 4 1 ele 
to undert ale the Work of the Miniſtry; gow no Body 
. that ever I heard of, kretended to make that Man a 
MMniſt er, that was reſolo'd he would not be one. 
Self Dedication, :5 on all Hands agreed to be ne- 
ceſſary to a Man's being a Miniſter. A Man muſt 
delle the Office of 'a Biſhop, or he never ran be * 
one. 
"But . 4 Man 6% di ceckint S's to . Works * 
phſtinately bent to another courſe of Liſe ; can any 
-Adortal give him a Turn? Who pretends'to it ? 
Cod can turn the Heart as the Rivers of Vater, 
but it owes ll lum Teer. enge { 
kts in any et 
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: 111. Ten They ak make 2 Pes- 
* to approve, accept and invite this, or that, or any 


other Fer ſan, as their Minifter, whether they wilt 


or no. This is manifeſtly more beyond their reach 
than the former. They that cannot en the Spirit 
- 4 particular Perſon, can much aſs command the 

m of 4 Multitude. 

7 Bro can 4 Man be 4 Maſter, wichour ay People 
to teach? Can a Man be a Biſhop, and have no Cure 
of Souls? Or, can he inſtrułt thoſe char N 
bear bim ? Ny ſurely . 

ore tis FU that "Kihei gert cannot 
Ae Miniſters- They muſt therefore be made to 
their Hands, or Ordination would be the moſt inſig= 
. Ceremony in the World. 

Q What then doth eee N for? 
A. If, by Ordination, you mean Impoſition of Hands, 
- you muſt att them that can tell, ſor I cannot. In the 
Apoſtolic Time sit was an Action by which the Holy | 
Ghoſt wat conveyed to the Perſons ordain d, to in- 
able them to work Miracles, for confirming the 
Doctrine they were to preach ; and' often imported 
_ authoritative Miſſion, the Apoſtles being guided 
by the infallible ConduBt of the Holy: Ghoſt in their 
Choice of the Perſons they ſent to labour in the Di- 
vine Harveſt. But for as much as, now, no Perſon 


8 is Hafallble, uo Perſon can aut horitatively ſend — 


to execute the Office of a Miniſter of the Goſpel: The 


NY EI 


| Reaſon is obvious : Becauſe no Man can be get. TY 


any Rite or Ceremony whatſoever, of being a Mi- 
miſter of Chriſt” but according 10 his 2 he 
being qualified as they in this Matter do appoint. 
Aud no Man whatſoever, without a particular In- 


- ſpiration, can poſſibly know infallibly another Men 


1s ſo qualify'd : Fur the moſt plauſible Profeſſor o 
Faith and thats may be "nn If and A Rake "= 


"bi Heart. 


Nm for 1 to ſag: this norwichſlanding ſuch 4 


| Mare © Orders may be gaod, is Juſt as Ot a on 
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— —— enn, 
ed is Ae IEEE r to. 7 what he 
cannot, and what he will not do; which, accerding 
to 42 ck, is  Cimtradition and Nonſenſe © 
| oth not the Scripture ſay, Rom. 10. 15. 
—_ ſhall they preach except they be ſeat. ? 

5 I: And undoubtedly tis 4 Fin to raw . 
5 Errand, not being ſent by. him; Ay, and of un 
„ bug Nature too, © But that GOD. b fend thoſe 
Alen to preach the Goſpel, whom he hath qualified 
fe mu gory aud 2 to e 8 * 65 
offereth a fair Opportunity af this 
- the Call of a Chriftian e is evident from 
. this ane ſingle Conſideration. So that all the Afini- 
frs in be Weld coor Tr. theſe Han e. 
have no Right to hinder them from doing the 
good Work, if If hey have 4 Oy they muſs have 
it from 0 D: But from bi w they annoy have it > 
brews GO.D coma ade te Arn 
cannot appoint Aim ers to withold 4 Fer- 
=> r, 3 doing ther __ . be Gs Hit calls 


— when 4 Ane; a5 4. — fitted 
_ the Work of the. Minifiry, yy regulart inui- 
1 red by a neceſſitous Gig ation te, | _—_ 
. | amongſt them, duth find baſe diſpos. 
| with ſaich 4 e and to devote — to = 

particular Seruice; ris reaſonably fuppor'd 7 
bhereunto enclin d by the Hy 1 
F 
* 0 
Perſam to be e e. is 4 125 you truſt that 
yon are inwardly mov d by ha. Holy Ghoſt 
to take upon you this Office and Mini — 
to ſerve. G b for the promoting his G 
Ne the py Lone areal And the Ten 
Anſmers, I truſt 
And in Truth ſuppoſing, as before, is Por 10 
Keaſon in the World to doubt it; no more than 4 
"_ generous Man hath to queſtion whether — 


— 


A 


— „ 1 , * 1 Y 4 
— * ** —_— 4 eg x $i | en hos. ROY TL Ip 
cs Bs Ls N „ % 0 (37 WOW5;. en 9 
* 7 1 7 S 3 15 * 1 * 
{ 1 * FX 9, Go 4 * N » % 1 * 
4 2 25 . 1% a ; \ 7 * A 
2 4 * „ 
. ft 37 £0 0 
* 7 


ng ferth bis Sn ta. 55 9 4 | 
Fes ed Er ills 


And I think the Queſtion F ita oats 4 
s have no Power to _ 
5 \Offices, but 


Cal : 
13 eng he 9 3 

3 an certain cannot refuſe. = 
The plain and manifeſt — whereaf i c, 1 


N ny Perſon 


that 1s moved. by 


That all that Miniſters have to do in what me are 
wont to call eng- 55 te 5 
to the beſt of their J 
fitted and called 
or 225 oy oy 


Take ay to that . Forfons os RT unto 
us, be. apt and meet, for their Leatning' and 
R to exerciſe their Miniſtry 

Raus ot 40 the e a 2 t e 
"The Arch. Deacon 


* of his . 
1 have enguir d of t — eee cxamia's 


_ Them, n ſo . 
1 Ten che Bil e (how 


N any, * you who. . any Impe= 
; ment 
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Ee 


that if the Perſons to be ordaine, 
bis Recommendation charitably hoped, they 
had no Right to admit them. 
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yp"... vr. Ob SY © ber 1 2 > tn tt eo ere” Ir ets ren oe Pr Ton 


diment or notable Crime in any of them, he" 
the which he ny. not to be receiv'd: into this 
Holy Miniſt let him come forth in the 


Name of Go D, and ſhew what the Crime 
and Impediment is., eie 95 * 1 
Hyom theſe Words tis plain, +. : 
I. That the Church of England and en 
that *tis nece ſary that the Perſon to be ordain'd be 
fit for the Miniſtry, and by the Holy Ghoſt enclined 
to undertake it, in order to his your Lenfully' 4 


mitted into that Office. 


II. That with reſj Sn facks Firneſs ahid fork dove 
Inclination, the > corps proceed not upon infallible 


 Grtainty, but only upon probable Cynject ure. That, 


III. Suppoſing they are not inpes'd upon, the Per- 
ſons to e are lawfully called to their 


Function and Miniſtry, antecedentiy fo boy ts 


* his Hands upon them. 
IV. That in Caſe they ſhould be rniſ.bhen whe! 


| the Matters mention d, tis the Duty of all and 
every one preſent, if alle, to detect the Prevarication- 
and Hypocriſy of ſuch Perſons; in order to prevent 
the Biſhop from ordaining ſuch, as by the Laws of 


Chriſt, have no juſt Claim to Orders. 1 
The Biſhop 3 acknowledgin F aud Alive, 


be not ſuch as 
the Examiner thought, and as the Biſhop” yy. 


he 


not to be admitted: That 16, that be the  Biſhoz 


Which is full Proof of what I in ue Fegiming 
aſſerted, that Ordainers do no more in Ordination, 


than Miniſterially execute the Will of Chriſt: | 


2 ere. and owning ſuch 48 his Miniſters, as 


Nan 4 peculiar Grate and Favour, had mude ſuch 


to their Hand:: That hertin they do but pay a 


Debt to the | Maſter and his Family, which they 


cannot without Diſobedience and Injuſtice with-hold... 
e in a this, they do really give no Au- 


tbority 


2 — 


* 


by her ſay 


ing to ſuch Perſons, as ſhe ſuppoſeth to be moved b 


the Holy Ghoſt, to take upon them the Office of 4 
Deacon, Take thou Authority to read the Goſ- 
pel, &c. any further than ſecuring em from the 
Penalties of certain Statutes to be inflicted upon thoſe 
at ſhall venture publicly to miniſtir in the Church of 
gland without ſuch Allbwance, and intitling em 
to the Priviledges and Encouragements provided for 
Perſons, ſo qualified, by the State; ſhe can tell un i 
undoubtedly when ſhe ſhall think fir. For my part © 
I know not. | SR. | 
And now, if any Perſon ſhall ſay the things above 
granted, Ordination may every whit as well be let 
alone, as uſed; I utterly deny it. *Tis a laudable 
and uſeful Cuſtom, to preſerve Order, encourage the 
3 and pre vent the Intruſion of ignorant and 
old Pretenders; But'as to the 'abſolute Neceſſity 
of Ordination to capacitating Miniſters for aut hori- 
tative bleſſing the People; 1 is ſo ſolidly and irre- 
Frag ably confuted, by the Right Reverend the Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor, in his Preſervative, &c. that 1 
will not be ſo vain as to thinł, I can add any thing 
to what bis Lordſhip has there ſaid. What can 
any Man do, that comes after that King of Mri- 
ters, in the glorious Cauſe of Liberty in Church 
and State? I „„ 
I thought to have added ſemething here, by 
way of Proteſtation, againſt Hereticating one 
another, upon account of different Apprehenſions 
as to the Sence and Meaning of Holy Scripture, 
touching things to us in this State of Darkneſs, 
neciſſarily lh ferious, and perhaps for ever incom- 
prebenſible but I have already run too great 
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ut Therefore Sow we Joby his Miniſtry, 7, as 455 

* have ae Mercy we faint not : But _ 
bh have renounced the hidden Things of Diſs | 
honeſty, not walking. in Craftineſs, nur.. 
1 | 91 the Word 105 God . bat 4 
/ { commendiug 


Tag 73 | 

Chriſt, had th dom 
ct 2 juſt Value upon that 
1 ame op inp Mi- 
ry 5 wit ic was 
f nee ban this he did 

not ſo much diſcover 2 
ſertin the 3 n 1 
b N ortment Friſe [3 cxpreſlat — 4 
theſe Words; which \ 1 — chat truly few. . 
Dogs in the Goſpel Ff u; (cho not - Do 
\poſltle) hath Naeh fit inf "ig Att to Ole 
Thus he 4 is 8 Doctrine, by 7 - 1 
f ; and” dift rip 2 22 (I'd! | * Y i ; 9 
7 Workers. =p = 2 2 Cat 1 
E= oil the Fruit of his Labour by fin- 11. 13% 
By bi Cel with thelF'« on whom' bebe had'bs. , 
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ſtow'd them; and all on a 5 to advance 1 
themſelves, and gratify their diſtemper d Paſſions 
and Appetites. | 
ux x had Fellowſhip with the ace Works . 
of Darkneſs, and ſhunn'd the Hay that wer * 
them; cou'd give a beloved Vice, how ſhameful 
5 ſoevef in its Nature, the Dreſs and the Name of 
Innocence, if not be. Virtue ; ow Lies in Hy 1 
pocriſy lay and an bey ig; ſay and do any Thing to 4 
in a Point. pleaſed Men, as not to be 
the ee oo CR "To pleaſe the Jews, they 
would _ he Ceremonies, of the Law with the 
Galpel : ' paſs damnin ing Sentences vn the Gen 
tile ee that refus'd to ſubmit to that Yoke 0 
of Bondage. And to pleaſe the Pagans, they could 
e with them of the Table of Devils; eat the 
leſh of their Sacrifices in their Idol Temples, and 
ridicule thoſe that wou'd not, as weak and i . 
rant of Chriſtian Liberty. Nor had th 
ſcience enough to hinder their joining wi 5 ( 
in their moſt abominable Myſteries, the Things done 


25 = * = 2 
>, py” 


1 ; 19. them in ſecret. 

i} BE ' Tyey taught what they did not believe, and 
WE: - Po in the Name of GOD. Whilſt they profeſs'd 

3.4288 to deliver his Word, they were not afraid y keen 

1 back that Part of it "which was moſt againſt them, 

. and ſo to corrupt other Parts of it, Peder they 

. did in ſome dort deliyer) 35 to preſs it to ſerve the 

11 880 vileſt Purpoſes. 

I xsx crafty Men wou'd be ſure to ayoid per- 

1 ſecution, but did not care how much Men of 

13 a Paul's Sincerity and Faithfulneſs had of it, NET 

[3 0 Lal when they ſtood moſt in the way oa their 

WI : 1gns. They no oe excited the Rage of com- 

em mon Enemies (of {elves forward enough) ar 

„ gainſt him, but ſought to alienate from bim thoſe 

Ferry People, whom his Labours of Loye had in 3 5 

1 2 3 2 5 . r & 955 

ren 80 o juſt, and ypblameatle was his Liſe, 

{ 1 e that K 42 not give them wok real Advantages 


againſt him, which they wou'd have been glad to 
'F : to 5 — ate and i 3 Foo cou ud not ba 1100 ta 0 
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 which'did not become the Goſpel; If they wou d 
| ſpeak the Truth, all they knew of him; and No- 
"thing elſe, he might then appear as an Angel of 
_Gop, yea as Chriſt ſeſus; and they themſelves, 
with him; 48 Brutes and Devils. They 
well knew that Truth, naked Truth, was flo 
Friend of theirs: And therefore, according to 
the then antient, (tho' not very laudable) Caltoirt, . 
the Cuſtom of all Ages; they malt have Recourſe  X' 
to 9 One while they paint the Man, whom 1 
they reſolve to hunt down, in ſome of their own | 
Colours; as one that was crafty arid delighing, 4 
: - DPeceiver of the People by fair Promiſes, and ſpe 
cious Pretences : Tho' at other Times he muſt be we 
repreſented as weak and contemptible, rude and 7: 
illiterate, a very Fool and a Babbler ; becauſe in 
preaching the Goſpel he made no Shew of the 
Wiſdom and Eloquence which they admir'd,” Now 5 
they deſcribe him as an Enemy to the Commands 
of the Law; and anon as an Enemy to the Liber- . 
ties of the Goſpel. Out of that great Variety, 
with which Invention furniſh'd them, they ſtil! 
made Choice of fuch Calumny as wou'd belt an 
{wer the preſent Occaſion. Whilſt they gilded 7 
their own Vices, they blacken'd his Virtues, . by 1 
giving invidious Turns to whatever he faid or dic. 
When they preach'd Chriſt, twas not ſincerely, = 
hut out of _ and: Contention, and to add 2 Phil. 8 
fliction to his Bonds, They ſo preach'd Chriſt, as 15, 1% 7 
at the ſame Time to preach themſelves. © © _ ... 
Tavs, many were the Trials he had of his 3 
FHith ahd Patience, and Temptations to draw him 
off from his Duty: But he remain d firm and imm 
moveable, He acted from other, and thoſe for 
79 more honourable, 'Views and Prihciples, thatrthoſle  - 7 
8 ol his Accuſers, He had a juſt Senſe of the Mer- 8 
| cy of Gov), which put him into the Miniſtry; who 1 Tim, 1 
was before a Blaſphemer, and Perſecutor, (and 2 13s 
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7 
9 
NH, 1 


| Ao ah injurious Perlon); and a becoming Regard — | 
to the Vignity and Delign of it;; and to the Eye, 


and Judgment of GOD. He ſtudied to approve 
HBimſelf both to Go and Man, in the Execution 
e chat important Truſt committed to him. +, 
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1 . e kee ſeeing we have this Ae, 
| «< ai, with an Obligation to preach the 4 
pel) as we haue received Mercy we faint not 
© | . (Ve 7655 t ſhrink from our Duty in the Diſcharge 
of it); but have renounc'd the hidden Things of 
| 1 5 He, (or hidden Things of Shame, I ings 
TH that = Darkneſs to cover them); not walk: 
18 in Craftineſs 42 (not e one Thing whilſt 
il | mean another), nor handling the Word of pot 
\ 1 = . fo as to ſerve hass Ends which I 
1 3 don't th ink t to own), t by Manifeſt eftation of 
_* = * Turk. (the Truth of ro in ** Vord, the 
17 Truth in my own Heart), commend; . 7 our ſelves 
to every Man's Conſcience in the Sig Go, 
(to every Man's impartial Tho 


brance of the great Searcher and Judge of Hearts.) 
AND here (my Reverend 
2 * ht Example left Bb. both for our Direction 


ncouragement,. in the Exerci 


mitted to us. 
be this Argument of my enſuing Diſcourſe wilt 


ſincere, and faithful in the 
' themſelves, and th eir Doctrine. „ 


According y I propoſe to conſider, 


. vin. 
—_— ul. Tus Conve ance of it. 
Il. Tur Alan nm i cli fr. And | 


IV. Tux Obligations on thoſe with whom 
intruſted to ſuch a Management. And 


[ . 45 5 1 OD. 


hes, as — "Frag 
continually under a powerful and afteting Remem- 


rethren) we have 
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rit himſelf gave ample Demohſtriatioh that the 
5 had indeed (as they profeſs d to have) the Mind 
Ii cor. ji, of Gop feveald to them. And We, who how mi- 
” 4,5; 10, niſter in holy Things, have the ſame Mind of 
11, 12, G0 D before us in his Word; left us by the Apo- 
13, 16. ſtles; as our People alſo have. We have no 
I _ _ Power, nor Will (I hope) to engroſs it to our 
ſelves; but are to ſpread the Knowledg of it all we 
20Cor. ii. can: Such Knowledge as was not found in the 
14. Prieſts Lips for the People under the Law. _ 
Tux Adiniſtry we have is a Miniftry of the 
11 8 ' cleareſt Light, and of the warmeſt Love. *Tis a 
Wh Miniſtry of Chriſt, the Wiſdom of the Father, and 
if _ © the great Lover of Souls: A Miniſtry of the Go- 
1 |  fpel, andfo a Miniſtry of the Grace of Gop in 
 ,,_ Adds in Chriſt: A Miniſtry of Righteouſneſs and Liſe; 
1 * a Miniſtry of Reconciliation; an Embaſly of Peace 
[13358 -'- Jo iii to a guilty World, upon Terms worthy of Gov, 
65, 8, 9. thro! a Mediator. The Deſign of this Miniſtry is | 
Lr. 18, that the miſerable Children of Diſobedience and 
e finem, Wrath, may become the happy Friends and Fauou- 
Phil. v. rites of Heaven. *Tis a Means, a Method of Grace 
1 . 152, 3. to make them like their Creator, and engage them 
1 to love and fear, ſerve and enjoy him; to build 
them up in Folineſs and Comfort unto Eternal 
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In order to theſe great Ends, We, who have 
iſtry, are not to exerciſe ng" 5 1 
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hate Faith, or lay our own n Commands upon enen : 

or the Commands of other Men; but to aſſiſt their: 

n (the belt we can) in the Search bf b 
e Scriptures, and to put them in 


Remembrance 


of what. they know, and teach them to obſerve all 


Things whatſoever our Lord has commanded : We Matt? 
are to ſtir up their Affections towards him; to en- xxviii. 189 


courage, and help them on in their Chriſtian Way, 
and Warfare. - 


Ms are. not of 00h ſolver. ene for chi C06 1. 


Things; but in the due Exerciſe of, and Hm: 15. 


dance upon our Fwenpar 6 GoD js with us; 
as Workers together wit 


him, we are to beſeech—ri. re. 


them not to receive his Grace in vain; but to worł Ph. ii. 120! 
t their own Salvation in Hope and with Fear and 


en in the Uſe of all appointed Means. He. 


has not only fill d our Mouths with the moſt pow» _ 


exful Arguments; but adds the moſt powerful Afſi- 
ances, under this glorious and laſting Diſpenſation 
of Grace, whereof we are Miniſters. The Goſpel 


 Homftration of the Spirit, 


II. I am next to enquire into The Ve FOE ance 


we Preach is in this, as well as CME a 


of this Miniſtry ; in what Way, or E "Wks 


any of us have it. 


The A poſtles had ſome 1 8 Work a 


cations for it, 
ich, 


9 chem and anſwerable 
their Commiſſion 
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5 H ey recęeived more 


N e ely from Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Yet their 


Mini 


ſtry was in ab general N of it, the ſame. 


with ours, We have Authority with an Obligation 


to preach the Goſpel, and upon the 


ſame Deſign, 


ro there's no N eceſlity that the Conveyance. 
ould be juſt the ſame: And tis certain that the 
GoD, who go pothing in vain, has order d it 


other wiſe 


e. Heh 125, one Way o 


W is neceſſary; nor 


me 1 
If we have fo OOH. 
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thy Nature and Reaſon of Things. I conceive. we. 
d riot be very much e Lofs to underſtand 

ot 


How the Miniſters of the Gofpet may Poe 

_ . Known to themſelves and others. 10 at leaf] 

OLE the following State of the n wo ſmall ay 
tha Pearance of ruth. 1 


0 , x.'T1s the Willof Chil, he in nan 
cat the Church, (which is ps Body, of which. he 
has the moſt tender Care) ſhould have its Borders 


" . and its 1 * in the 
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niſtry ſhovld be continued in the World, as goo? 
bh. 4.12. for the Uſe of edifying, and conſequently that 
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that this Miniſtry ſhould be as extenſive as 
may be. In order to ſerve the abgxe- mention d Pur- 

N e, it is needful that it ſhou'd . in e be A 

ace and Age: That fo the Earth mi 

with the Knowledge of his Truth arc Glory) av 18 

the Waters cover the Bottom of the 0 and ory 

* er = 1 5 ne OT. of 1 1 25 nee 

taught his Diſciples to pray for the En fare" 

Ate 6, of the gdom of Grace, hy Kingdom com: 
Wit be done in Earth as it i Heaven) whi ohh be Pe. | 
titions are left on Record, with the rel rt of 5 
ſacred” Directory. When we het 8 e 
9 up a Deſire molt agreeable to the Will ef the! | 
Father, and of the Son; who juſt before he al- 

nded neo Heaven, left a | Commiſſion der thoſe 
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27 a ee Mopilry does really extend 25: 29. | 
bother, Þ is (I conceive). no, more/agreeable to „ 
ly 1. . che abounding of Sin under ſuch a : ” 
; and wher er doth ſo much abound, 
Goſpel is always diſplealing to 
him. And he. is 17 pleas d with the Fublica- -r 
tion, and Succeſs 0 Ko: and that we ſhould do aal! 
we can, in our ſe ve Stations, to further each of f 


flir up all his Fower to accompliſh whatever he de- 


| clares, and we are bound to believe, to be his WI: 


and hath* ſometimes. (though not always). ſent bis 3 
Gola from Tok that judg 'd themſelves. unwor- „ 
thy of it, to a People more JE Fey dx to receive it, br | 
and bring forth the Fig of it, . 3 A ; 


1 Moxzoven 'tis the wal e 4 n FD! „ 
e 17 Miniſtry that is not in ſome 


to ſerve the pro per Ends of that Sacred Inflitution” © x 
For-we may he ſure, ſo wiſe an Agent, deſigning to 1 
work by 3 and not by Miracles, wou'd. have „ 
8 ee ſome way proportionable to. thoſe Ende ä 


| Neeſay udlifications are 0 two n ur . 
e Moral. 7 Loon i EE f : 


1 9 4 5 
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Degree, are neceſſary. A Mmiller. of the. 9 1 
mult... be competently furnifh 'd with Fane = >" 


Lowrider for the Work he is to undertake. H = 


muſt have ſome judicious Acquaintance with N 


Sacred Form ef Sound Words, which the Apoliles 2 Tim. bs 9 


have receiv Hu the Lord, and deliver d tot . 3 
urches., uſt be apt, he mult. be. e e . uy lit 14 i 
teach. others; and therefore he mult be one that bn 1.24 5 
has been taught, and has ages. well himſelf... le 0 1 
ſnou d not be an ignorant. N gg that needs one 3 9 
to teach him. Which be the firlt rinriples of the eb. 1 
Guides muſt not be Blind, nor 1 
ve of he Mi + 
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eſpecially in ſuch an Age and Cou 4 oct "He 
mult underſtand the Nature 9 Deſign of the 
Goſpel it ſelf, and of a Golpel Miniſtry. He muſt 
have Skill both to manifeſt ' and ' apply Truth; 0 
(in the Apolile's Phraſe) Rightly to divide th 


2 Tim, Word of Truth, as a Workman that needeth' not 

1. 15. to he aſham d. He muſt be wiſe enough to give to 
= every one his Portion in due Seaſon; or he is not 
Luxe xii, fit to be a Steward of the Houſbold of God. © 


22. Hz muſt be able, by ſound Doctrine (or Do- 
1 Erine whoſe whole Tendency is to advance the 
=_ Life and Power of Religion) both to exhoft, and 
it. 1.9, to convince the JJ T7 POND 000, 
1 Ap, 1 think, I may be free to add, that he 
ſhou'd be able to offer publick, as well as more pri- 
vate, Sacrifices of Prayer and Thankſgiving, ſuita- 
ble to the various Occaſions which preſent them- 
ſelves; ee e to the ſeveral Subjects of his 
Diſcourſes to the People, with ſuch Decency 75 
Order, as may ſecure the Performance from juſt 
Contempt, ard be fit to promote the Honour of 
Gov, and the Welfare of Souls. Shou'd not the 
Maſters of publick Aſſemblies, the Guides of the 
Churches, have this Talent? When ſo many Ma- 
ſters of private Families have it in great Meaſure. 
IIS not the Will of Chriſt, that any ſhould 
have this Miniſtry, who are . ma deſtitute of 
ſuch ' miniſterial Abilities as theſe are; at leaſt, if 
we except Times of great Ignorance. He wau'd 
have none put into an Office under him, which 
"hey canTRhanme ET RT. 
© *T 1s true, he choſe illiterate Fiſhermen to preach 
the Goſpel to all Nations. But then, before he 
Ads i, 4, permitted them actually to go, they were indued 
5,% with Power from on High; they had the Gift of 


&3 


Eh. ii. 2, Tongges and Miraęles, with 2 Spirit of Wiſdom 
1191 23> 4-52 © and Courage, and whatever elſe was neceffary to 
0h Fr qualify them for the Work they were ſent about, 

1 Neither can we imagine he would allow any to 
Andertake fo important a Service, as that whereof 
wee are ſpeaking, who have no tolerable Capacity 
5 to perform it: Nor is the Sacred Office to be con- 
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veyed to them againſt his Will. 
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US who he 5 F his Maſlier's Mind, in his E- 


lies to 
3 manner of e he muſt be that may be 


admitted to this Office. © For ſpeaking of a Goſpel d 


Miniſter, under the promiſcuous Terms of Elder , 


all Buſhop, 
hat governs well bath himſelf and bis Fam _ 


| 55 elſe ſhou' d he 1 Care of the Church 0 


not ſel fil d; not ſoot angry 3 no Stri- 


1 Pg Lat nor given ro Witte, or Bley Lr 
ofpitality ; a Lover of good 


tre, | but a Lover of 
Men; 5 ſober, juſt, holy, temperate, vigilant. 


THESE are truly Apoltolical Conſtitutions : | 


And if ſo; I can't imagine, how any can be fit for 


this Work, who are hot thus qualified. 


n a Call to this Mikiſty is #61 


| neceſſary than Oualifications for it. Theſe may be 


ina conſiderable Meaſure, where the former is not. 
1 don't mean ſuch an immediate Call as the Apo- 


= Had; r an extradrdibary Impulſe of the 
10 0 But to ph 0 I think, muſt concur to 
to the Minif ry. There 


"Ap an ordinary Ca 
be ſome Way rovidentially open d for ſuch 4 
*xerciſe this Miniſtry: " AG There muſt be 
Di/} LY 4 Mile to tndertake-it\ 


(1 09 Thi Eur muſt be ſame Wa providentidllys 04 


oi by for Filth 4 Perſbn to txerciſe this Mini. If 


a Man be ever ſo v elf qualified forthe Office; tis not 
reaſonable he ſhould be {et apart for it, when there's 


2 no reſent Proſpect of his having Opportbfiity forthe 


Diſcharge of it. Why ſHould he devote himfelf'to-4 
Service 5 which he is rio ſo much as providentially 
called? If there be no Church that needs and deſires, 
or is willing to receivꝭ miniſterizl Labours from him; 


if he be not like to beſtow them any where accepta- 


bly, after a ſufficient Trial has been made; he ſhould 


. 9 15 of fe FO his Generation ſome other Wa 9 


beſt he can; and not this. Elſe, itiſte ad of being thru 


out, * may be laid to thruſt out himſelf into wm 
1 | . Hure; 


d Tien; where "be dire dds 5 


he tells us, He muſt be blameleſs ;, one i in. 1 4 
hs 3. 
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Harvelt; in en the e of it will n not none 


him; IF it be the Loxd's Will, that he ſhall have this 
Miniſtry; his Way to it will, by one Means or other, 
be clear d. *Till then he Walt Walt, if he wo 
not run before he be ſent. Would 7 Yan be z 
dworn Thyſician without a Proſpect ol F Pati e 


GO MeRZO VEG there mull be # Diſpe fiction, 8 
Willingneſs. in. the. 19555 to undertake 26 8 Lo 
fice, the. Sacred Miniſtry is as other \ Employ: 5 
ments, Matter of Choice. . Everyone muſt ſtudy 
to be uſeful, one way or other: But under Gop 
every one mult determine for himſelf, though with 
the Advice of others, which to ta e. AN lan is 
bound at the Call of the Gofpel to become à Chri- 
{tian ; but he is not bound, at the Call of the Peo- 
ple, to become their Minifter. And yet, in, ſome 
Caſes poſlible, there may be ſuch a Conturtehce of 
Circumſlances, as may make it eden one 
if not a neceſſary Duty, £0. con lent io, it. 


"64 Tas. the Will 57 Chin. that this: M "Y 
ſhould in common Caſes, be conveyed to at 
fo qualitied, and called, by ſolemn 1 roy to 
it. 8 8 in the 9 — 8 . 1 11 5 
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muſt bind [himſelP t6.rhe'Lord: ie mult” be his 


covenant Servant. He muſt: firſt be ſincere, and 
then faithful And the —— of an Ordination 
Vow is the more apparent, in , vrhereas every 
Man, that has the Ooſpel aber to him in its 
proper Evidence, is immediately bound to be n 
CHE. no Man is fo directly hound to be a 

Miniſter, Nl ne inn bound himſelf, by taking that 


Vow upon him. The Miniſtry is a Marfare: and x Tim. | 
he that undertakes it, muſt expect o encounter 1. i. 
with great Difficulties He moſt endure Huruneſiz 2 Tim. 
4s the good Soldier of Jeſus Cbrit. There's there- 11. . | 


fore an indiſpenſible:Netelſity of his being reſolved, 


and lifted in his Maſter's Service; that Hs may” be 


arm-d againſt Tempt tions to deſert it! 


722 take the Perſon ordain d to ehe an 


t in his own: 3 as the conttacting 
partes are in the Caſe of Marfiage The Part lle 
performs is a free will offering of himſelf to Gon 
in in Chriſh *Tis he- chat . the ole Vo to 
be his Miniſter. The Anſfwer of a: good Conſci- 


0 the Queſtions propos d. iwikis. © Miniſters 
and People aflift in the Solemniryz They / bear: 


their Parts. But, I think, their Parts are not bf 
i Neceſſity with' tlie Part he ſuſtains: hiriſelf. 
== is not Toh an abſolute: Neceſſity of hat 
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Solemnity:: Me . 

_ Advantages. His Call to the ee . 
niſtry may be in a Country where there are no 
Miniſters / or none pretending to be ſuch; of a to- 


lerable Character, 8 Advice and Af ſtance ĩt 


would be reaſonable for him to deſire: or where 
none will, or are permitted to be concern d: in his 


inſincere Profeſſions, or the like; where the Qua- 
liſications Chriſt — ome rk are not regard 
ed mne neceſſary, or ſo chat choſe: 
that manifeſtly n them ate — and 

as others 
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_ others that have them, rejected, for want of the 
Shiboleth of a Party. In uch Caſes, I conſeſs, 1 
am of Opinion, that a Perſon may enter upon 
the Miniſtry with the Anſwer of a good Conſci- 
ence; though he has not the laying on of the 
Hands, either of a Dioceſun Hiſbop, or a Presby- 
tery; and that in this he will not act diſagreeable 
to the Mind af Chriſt. ater cds 

| Bur where Matters are in ſome Meafure as they 
+: , ought to be; it ſeems to kv to the Rule 
of his Word, and to the Nature of Things, that 
they who are already in the Miniſtry, ſhould be 
cConcern'd in the Conveyance of it to others. 
Where their Advice and Aſſiſtance may be reaſona+ 
bly had; what can be more reaſonable, and, indeed, 
more neceſſary, than to ſeek and obtain it? If they 
are ſuppos d to have miniſterial Abilities themſelves; 
muſt they not be ſuppos d to be the proper Judges 
of them in another? And if they are ſuppoſed to 
be Chriſtians; it muſt be hoped that they will be 
ſaithful in the Diſcharge of the Truſt repos d in 
them by Go, and the Church; that they will 
not reject a Perſon, in ſome Meaſure qualified, or 
admit one that appears to them not to be ſo. This 
Charity is due to us, till we manifeſtly deſtroy 
the Foundation of it. And then, indeed, What 
ever Power is lodg d in us muſt return to the Peo- 
ple; whoſe Welfare is the Supream Law in Church 
Affairs, as well as in Civil. In a matter of this 
Conſequence, tis not fit every Man ſhou'd entire - 
ly judge for himſelf. And if not; whom ſhould 
he, in ordinary Caſes, conſider as the moſt com- 
petent Judges ſor him, but Men of the ſame Pro- 
ſeſſion, and that have had fome Experience in it ? 
Moreover, Miniſters muſt be preſum'd fit for that 
Exerciſe of their Function, in which they Sanctiſy 
and ſet apart the Perſons 'ordain'd by Word and 
Prayer. They are fit, as at other Iimes, to be 

Leaders of the People in their Devotions; to give 
in Charge, what they themſel ves have receiv d, to 
the Perſon ordam'd; to offer the ſolemn Engage- 

ment to him; to put him in mind of his Obliga- 

tions; to exhort him to Faithſulneſs; and to ne 
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owe him 10 the Grace of GO D. And wow ase, 
Presbyters, or Scriptural 'Br/hops (che Biſhops or XIV. * 
Paſtors of abc gh Churches, or ſingle Congre- - 
gations) 7 as truly capable of doing, as the 
ioceſs; unknown, as I conceive, in 


Biſhop of a 
Scripture Times.” And we may be contented with 
the Means. that are ſufficient to reach the End de- 
ſign'd by them. To m „ The Thing Purpoſe is that 
Direction to Timothy 
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Things that thou haft 2 Tim; 


heard of me, 3 any Vitneſſes, the ſame ii. 2. 


commit thou to fait ul. Men, who hall be able to 
teach others alſo © Which he did when (as princi- 
pal Manager, being an "Extraordinary Perſon) he 
ordain'd „„ 
"THe Feople are alſo very much coder W in 
this Ordination of a Miniſter. ' Their Defire of 
his Labours makes a Part of his Call to the Mini- 


ſtry, Which is part of the Ground of his Ordina- 


tion. And the Prayers of thoſe who are aſſembled 
4 that Solemnity, have no inconfiderable ſhare in 
Every devout Soul is engag'd in commending 
bing to the Grace of GOD; So that none How 
ſhou'd think, they have nothing to 125 in che 1 89 
ſent Ordination. eee 


* 16 the wilt & Chriſt, Ws n 14 
of Caution ſhou'd be uſed in the Conveyance of 
this ſacred Office; that ſuch as are unqualified for 
it may not be intruſted with it. The Perſon that 
deſires it, ought to examine and make Trial of 
himſelf; and therefore, tis convenient for him to 
act ſome Time as a Probationer to himſelf and to 
orhers. They who would encourage his Ordina- 
tion, by offering him to the Care of their Souls, 
ſhou'd fee that they be not raſh in that Matter. 
And Miniſters ſhould have a rational Satisfaction 
as to his Fitneſs, before they fix a Time for his Or- 
dination. The Advice to Timothy belongs to them 
all, Lay Hands ſuddenly. on no Man, neither be 
Te 1 5 10 15 \Meus Sins. Keep * 
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7. pie che Will 1 Chriſt that no Perſbn; 
whom 22 bath, wy to che Rule of * | 


felf pure, V. 22. 
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aye ſolemn. Ordination to it denied him. 
aye E gave the, Apoſtles no Power, that was not 


2 Cor. X. * Edficatian;;, no no Power to diſpence with, or 
8. 2 115 Laws, they: had receiv'd, that they 

t deliver from him, the one and only La w- 
1 Cor. giper, fr the Government of his Kingdom; or to 
xi. 23. add to them Laws of their own making; to en- 


Tc ſe "Things as neceffary, which be left indif- 
1 belent, a8. ſo in their Nature, they 
wou d exceed: their Comm ion, the u only 
Mat. Teach Men tu 2 Things whatſoever. he 
xxviii. 19. had commanded them. He fans, them » 5 vp his 
* Counſel, which was the Counſel of GD nat 
their . Thoſe Rules, by which, in his Name, 
they boun d. e Conſciences of other Men, they 
18 * i de * bound exactly to obſerve. They 
Mat. I ſt have been wicked Ser vants, Traitors and 
ij 3 oy, if. they had refus d to admit any into the 
* Church or Miniſtry on his own Terms, and ſo in 
| fret pronounc d them- inſufficient ;: eſpecia ly if 
1 had beaten their Fellow Servants, or rais'd 
Perſecution 7 them, for not calling them their 
ch xxiii. Maſters on Earth, but himſelf their aue Maſter 
9, 10. in Heaven; for obſerving his Commands, gene- 
ral, or more particular and expreſs, as a compleat 
ule of their Faith and Practice. But, indeed, 


_ | Be.” they ated. as; faithful Servants, and Stewards of 


W. 4,24 be Myſteries, of GOD. They were inſtructed i 
- Aas 1 3 Things pertaining. to his, King om, or the Goſj foel 
burch, that they might communicate them to the 
World; and they did ſo. They delivered nothing 

Gal. i.11, which they had nat receiv'd of the Lord as his Comr 
Wl. 32 mand, Nor did they pretend to any Authority of 
z John addin Fi any of their own to his. If -Diorrephes 
9,10 Wan, caſt any out of the Church, whom Chriſt 

d receive; twas no Fault of the: beloved Diſ⸗ 
ciple and Apolile John. And if Timothy had em- 
ploy d. bis Credit and Intereſt in the Church; and 
among the Elders or Biſhops of that Time, to 
inder, or diſcourage able and faithſul Men, that 
defir ch the ſaered Office, and were call'd * it by 
the ehen lo che n this had been wt | 


#6: 
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Pride e would not has ee 7 to | che 
Apoſtle R as he really was 
No w, after all, it wot!'d bs ſtrange, if thoſe | 
who! ofily ſucceed the Apoſtles in the ordinary 
Part of their Work, and can't at all pretend to 
their extraordinary Gifts, if ſuch uninſpird Men 
ſhould have greater Power than they aflum'd td 0 
themlelves; it they ſhould act according to the 5 
Mind of Chriſt; or have à Right to be obey d; 
when they preſume to make new) Rules for the 
Government of his Church; (as a Church conſi- 
der'd, and not as Part of the State; ) to admit 
Perſons manifeſtly unqtalified; or to refuſe to ad- 1 
mit thoſe to her Oommimion, or to the Miniſtry, = 
that are, accotditig to his Word, quilified' for i it” | 
and call d to it. 
Non has the civil Magiſirats ay: more peer 
thus to invade his Prerogative, than the proper 
8 1 - his Kingdom, whieh it not of this 1 f 

World. They Have no Power to add o his — fi „ 
or diminiſh from them; to forbid any, éither the 
Communion, or the Miniſtry of his hurch when 

*tis His Will they ſhonld have it. He has no power 
to treat the Laws of this King of Kings, as unne- 
ceſfary or inſtifficient for the Ends to be anſwer'd 

them; or to contradict the great Delig Le the 

Goſpel, the Edification of the Church: l Pom Mat. 
er in Heaven and Earth is Siuen bim: : "Abd there XXYAiL, # 
can be hone againſt _ 0 

Chriſtian Miniſters, d'Chiiſtiatt Migiltrates 
too, nay (let me add) all 1058 Chriſtians: And 
ſo the particular Churches, Which they compoſe, © | | 
are bound, According to th# beſt of their Appr. 
Henſions, in their weil Statians and Capacities, t 
encourage the Publication and Succeſs of the GO . 
pel; and conſe queritly a Goſpel Miniſtry; and tze : 
Conv eyahce of it, According to his Will, whom. | 
they cal ter Lord, evident 3705 the Declarations | 
of his Word, and the Nature of Things: But hone 
can have any manner of Ri ight to lay any unſcrip- 
tural Bar in the Way of that Conveyance} | *Tis 
rieceſſary there ſhould. be a Conveyance of this Mi- 
miltry, We to the LEE of Chriſt: ber 

* ed Aon ; 7 re- 
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Kia tis evidently * Mind, & at it fhould, hag 
ways be wg d to thoſe that are. hi ikely. to = « 


_ theEnds of it, ang thoſe only), to faithful. 1 : 
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2 Tim. 
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and. call d to teach others, the Ordination 
to it cant be juſtly . Ae by And finally e 
if; ſolemn Ordination N Miniſters be Hied ; or 
can't be had for want o ee which, in iche 
Judgment of Chriſt, is unneceſſary; the. gloriqus 
Miniſtry may, accordin to his Will, be convey d. 
without it. For that there ſhould be 2 3 1 and f 
extenſive Miniſtry; ogy to that Enid, that all able 
and faithful Men, whom this great Sovereign of 
the Church, and World, has tl qualified for! R 
and called to it, ſhould de intruſted With it; that 
this Miniſtry ſhould be conveyed to them; al- 
e hag refuſe to have it on ſinful, or ſuſpect- 
ox any other than thoſe that are Sacred, 
ws en in'd by Chrift, Hantel, thels are Matters, 
of much greater Importance and Neceſſity, than 
this Method of Conveyance. It muſt be ſo, if the 
moſt deſirable End be more important and necel-, 
fary, than that Means, without which tis tis poſſible” 
bor char End to be obtain d. I now come, 


215 1 f 


III. To diſcourſe of The Management. this. Mi, 
nity calls fur: en hauls 1 * Wente 


and —_— to ay a 28 ah ir Wen . 
tion. All Mixtures of 3 i and low D chang muſt 
be-abhor'd, and ſhunn'd, | with all poſſible Care 
Ihe Servant of | Chriſt muſt, above. all Things, 
deſirs and ſludy to pleaſe his Maſter ; to fave bim-. 
ſelf, and his es 10 o ſincere muſt he be f Wn = 
holy been, . 

ND this Sincerity, mult (as much. 28 in 
lies), run through, and command all his Trough | 
Words. and} ee Ihe whole Management of 
bimſelf, and of bis) | uſt. be e 
2 roghs Ends of th e glorious Mi- 
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Fee. chearty and aflectionate r 
of himfalf to the ben of "Maſters; to ſerve — | 


both as a Subject, and an-- Officer, in his Kingdom, -- 
With ueineft Uncotiey) Diligence and Faithfülneſs, 
all his Days. With. "what Flames of Devotion 
Thould he Ten riſe towards fim? How pn gore 
ble muſt he be; * he then mock bis Maker, and 
His Redeemer? 
B ifche be 0 10 e ever fo roughly 

| etigai/diin that ſolemn Tramlastion; if he be eve 
ſo Well ſatisfied; as to his Acce dance, in that Oſter- 
ing which made ef hittiſeif, and that his Lord 
3 10 Him worthy "of! hits glorious Miniſtry, 
Working in Him to alt the Undertaking and' Dif- 

charge 'of it, upon truly bongurable Fey, 
yet it muſt be his great Care, that his Mana 
ment afterwards be4a continual Performance of th 
Vow,'s 4 Comment upon Xhe Profeſſion he Mo 
made. The Seriouſneſs of that Day, ſuch a oe 
s this, { dase 10 be a Specimen of that which 
follow? *altthe L Days of his Miniſtration till Bis 
\Conrſe be Fnifhed: * Te Apoſtle did not content 
bümſelf with the Sincetity ef his Rrſt Obediente to 
the heavemy Call; bur he added Conſtaney, and 
Faithfylneſs"”t that 10 Still he bal. his 
bo rp wor by Reſhly 
Grace of 'G O 200 
rather more het mar 


++ 


in every Thing 


that berane bis Chefacter. In e en ne 


given us a very full, —.— Mort Account of his 
Whole, this conſtant Mariagement both of himſelf 
and hig Doctrine, "Therefore" ſaving wr bave this 
iniftry; e we "have rreesyfd "Mercy, we fait 
Hut have Fenoune' dt a "Things" 
Difhomiſty; "Fort" wal king Vion ge by me + 
= Mrd of GO D diceitfull, 75 nn 
on of the ath, commenting onr | 4 to ebe 
55 Aan Conſeience in the Sigh Tect 
5 che J by * ik akin e e the th 
Confec ence, and a pealin 
the 1 oP ochers, "US to tlie 3 1 
Faithfulnefs of His Management, "(the fitft Ferſon 
Pl en or we fot gs pal, an esu with 


ſuom, but” by "the 2 Co 
"always 4 at Hrlt; (or 12. 5 


derity ig | 
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2 ae is acids my wi not rallying his Reſor 
1 lutions and exciting other Apoſtles,” or other Mi- 
WE. niſters, with himſelf, to ſuch a Management for the 
Ul * d wen- 8 5 en Senſe » not lo agreeable. to che 
1 * Er now vive me. 1 Fa: Nachdem in 
1 Miniſtry) to read the wi N this laſt way, in 
cloſe Application to my ſelf and you. GOD and 
our own Conſciences ſeverally know, how we 
have hitherto behav'd our 1 If our Hearts 
condemn us, GOD is greater than our Hearts, 
and knoweth all Things; but if, upon impartial 
Search, they condemn us not, but witneſs for. us; 
} (as this Apoſtles did for, him) then have we Confi- 
John dene fowards GOD. However, may we be 
ry 20,21 henceforth exact Followers . him, a hg wa of 
Cor. xi. Chriſt. Seeing as yet, We have this ee Mi- 
fy niſtry, as we have receiyed Mercy, let us not, faint 
Vet us not fail in our Duty, or draw back from it) 
but let us gte the hidden Things of Di ſhoneſt 
Wy jos k in Craftineſs, jor 2 a handle the 
F GOD deceitfully; but by Manifeftation 
| f ny: Truth, let w ys our ſelpes to ever 
Man's Conſcience in the Sight of O D. Such 0 | 
the Management that the Miniſtry, we have, cal 
for from every one of us; Which I ſhall crave 
your Patience a little . particularly to conſider. 
be ps be what Weg. Jags 42 and act as becomes 
** ;h 
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„; th * at we may f arafter ip. bog Text, 
5 our W in an, n th ** 
let every one of s be very linckre, and faithful, 


the whole Management. of pur — and tour 
Podnige. Let us be Very careſul, Firs f Reſpects, 
| P carry it as true Chriſtians, and. true Miniſter 
14 8 * T will interpret thoſe 
Thingh,, which f Ecce lar Gans Achs 
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1 1 0 the Body of the People here will not think bo g Y | 
mſelves ol The d to make ſuita 7 OY 
me of ah e 50 . on a common N e 
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3 Mos Net A Page aa us! 180 
is contrary. to Nr Handgement. We muſt re⸗ 8 
nounce the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty:; we muſt 
not walk in Craftineſs; we muſt. not handle the © 
Word of Gon deceitfully : We muſt; ſhun what» 

ever is ill, and cm e our Sacred Profeſſion. 


4 1.) WE muſt renounce he Baden Things « of - 
Difboneſty, or of Shame. Things baſe and diſho- -.\." 


nourable in their Nature. Things, our Practice of | 
Which, we. ſhould be aſhamed to have known. A 
Things, of which, however it be at preſent, if we * 


VERY: upon them, we -ſhall ſurely be aſhamed. 


vt th Taincs "bitch. are and: Aha 2 227 

2 le 1 their own. Nature : CL, of Diſho- 2 7; 

neſty: Things of Shame : : Things that have no ne 

Kealon, or Beaut „nothing but Deformity and 

Diſorder in them: Things that don t at all become 

us as Men, reaſonable Creatures; much leſs as 

Chriſtians ; as placed under a Goſpel Diſpenſation; 

leaſt of all, as we are by Profeſſion the Miniſters 

of it: Things chat would make us like the Brutes 

tha periſ; and worſe than they; like the Inha - 

itants of the infernal Regions; of their Tempe, 

and ſubſervient to l Earthly, - Sen- ames - | 

45 Dęviliſh. We muſt k wo at the utmoſt Di- ii 1 
ance, from all manner of Vice and Immorality. 

15 jnflexibly curb all forbidden: Deſires, both 
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. Hearts. Let us then renounce all the hidden 

| Things of Diſhoneſty, of Shame, Things fhameful- 
in their Nature, which, if we practice them, we 
1 ſhould now be aſham'd to have known ; which, 


ts (4) Wy ft rot wdk in Craftineſt. We 
” e wiſe and yet harmleſs ; but we mult not be 
crafty, Prudence is neceſlary to ſerve the molt | 
lawful and honourable Purpoſes: but they are 
Things of Shame that require 4 crafty Mafiage- 
ment, Things that need it to cover, and ſuppbrt 
them. Indeed, we may do no harm our ſelves, he 
Followers of that which is good, depend of our 
; reat Maſter's Protection; and yet obſerve his 
Yer. 17. Caution, to beware of Men that would harm a. 
We may beware of their ill Deſignis, and Attem be? 
upon our Perſons arid Families, in the Concerns of 
Body, Soul, or good Name, whereon our uſeful- 
neſs in the World (eſpecially as we are Miniſters 
of the Goſpel) may in a great Meaſure depend. 
We may by honeſt Methods defend our ſelves 4. 
gainſt them, and expoſe their ill roar and 
Practices againſt . 8 did our Apoſtle. It may 
be our Duty, on proper Occaſſons to ſpeak the 
Truth of our ſelves, yea and of our Neighbours, 
though our Enemies, in Oppoſition to Calumny. 
Bu we mult ner eum Caltimny/ in Exchange for 
that we have receiv'd. We mult not ſay one Thing 
falſly of another, becauſe he ſays many Things | 
falſly of us. We muſt not tell the worſt, and de- 
ſignedly omit thoſe Circumſtances” Which are moft 
favourable to him; publiſh” in his Abſence What 
makes againſt him, whilſt we ſtudioully ſuppreſs] 


what would leſſen his Crime, if not urn Par of 
ret. i on our ſelves. We ſhould not thus treat ons 
u.. fbars injurious to us. We muſt not Fender Et 2 
1 Je for Evi: Much lefs ſhould we in ſuch 2 2 : 
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watts 2 We dwells quittly by us, and | 
| Has done us no Harm.” We mut not attack him Prov m, 
in His Reptitatibn; and then (to make the beſt of 295 20% g 


io 
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a bad Matter) for want of 2 more plauſible Shift, 
reprefent his neceſlary Self Defence as 4 Crime. 


Heme hor fay that Evil of atlother, hien we 


t Fhow ; of 8 zwe no ſufficient Evi- 
dence; nor” fraud we forw 
we do kttow;” Withorit a juſt Occaſion; or to ſerve 
won! little Def gr; much leſs may we charge it 


off Hin 8 our Lips, to ſetve ſuch à Tum, 


ce 7 Him. 
mation upon the Ruins of his. We muſt 


not ths” "or =o 3 Way, triek and undermine - 
erV; abourets, to gain an | 

antage by it. Ive 15 1— N „„ 
ive out Ila. v. 20 


gur fellow 


their Good, Evil; and our 
Vices an |” Folie "the A; ppearance, 2 val as che 
Nattes,” of Wiſdom ind Virtue; and put odious 


ning 4 z'Clmour t him; when dur Sn, 
e muſt not ſeek to build up our © 
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rd to peak what - 0 - 


Conſtritions upon what is Tinocent, if not Praiſe 
in them; ' calf theit inflexible . | 


Ape and Humour. Let me rather die, t 
che 7 ſhoule, to ſerve e Turn of kk. ot # Pai 


ry, wiffepreſent either the” Principles, or Traces 
| Brethren, or Nei bours';” rather 
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"nd vol Tuch deny either thes 7 9 8 or deen 10710 | ice e 
or pretend to mean honeſtly, and that Good 1 
1 3 iti. come ont. We malt not lie for Truth, ot 
2.8 Gop of it. We muſt: no, Way imitate the Sexip- 
it. iii. P. Hereticks (not miſtaken but Self 3 


tion, that their Cuſtomary Practice of ſo beloved 
2 Vice, might not leſſen chelr Credit: Or 1 F103 
tical Cutholick (pardon the Expreſſion) who. 


John «yi. ceſſors, to murder the belt Servant, of GOD, 


People, they, keep in Ignorance, as Devils, i 
Gop's ſake. We mult not talk forwar daf 
backward; one Thing now, and the contrary at 
anoth Fw Time ; REY our Thoughts, are not 


nor muſt we act at this 
* Rate, We muſt. not wrong the Souls of others, 


ons; inſtead of dealing plainly and faithfully, with 
them. We muſt have no Deſigns which m 5 may 0-. 


1.14 ticks; willing to avoid Perſecution, and ſerve 
Gal. vi. their own Bellies, and lntereſts by unworthy thy Com- 
12, 12 pliances, both with Jews e Pagans; pretended. 
8 was lawful, and become nece ary 3 and put up 
| with ch. for, Men of reconciling ; Principles. „They could. 
LY "eh become all. Things to all Meh, but twas not for 
Wo vi their Good. g might be lay d. Nor had 
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Titci. 1 their « cloſelt Followers, for the Gentile | Converts, 

+ Cote. who could not brook fuch Conformity to the 
& 23 alk And ſome are, at this Day, call'd Prateſtants; 
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Cry they have made of the Churche's Danger; 


upon the Account of its deliver d from Popery and 
Slavery, and placed under the Protection of the 
beſt of Princes: All conſider d, I ſay, we may 
queſtion” whether this Cry has been owing/ to a 
much better Principle than that, from which à Cla- 


mour was once rais d by the Si{verſmiths at Epheſus, Acts 
about the Temple of their Goddeſs, upon the xix. 23, 
Preaching of the Goſpel in that City. Whatever Cc. 
others do, we muſt not be zealous for any parties == 


lar Conſtitution of Church Goverment, or any 
Party (though ever ſo rais'd and numerous) or 


any Doctrine (though ever ſo true) or Form of 
Godlineſs; (though it were of Gop's own. ma- 
king;) in Oppoſition to, or Neglect and Con- 


tempt of, real Godlineſs it ſelf; without which 


nothing elſe can ever availa Man any Thing; nor 


take up with a Form, that we may be thought to 
have what we have not, diz. The Power of it. 
We muſt not affect a goes. Fervency of Devo- 
tion, that we may be though | 

we are nothing; when we are full of wy tun i 
and ws ge If we would be wife, and good 
we mult 


of Diſhonelty and Shame. Iis a bad Cauſe that 


needs ill Means to ſupport and carry it on. If We 


e the Things of Diſhoneſty, we may be 


ſenſible, that nothing but Darkneſs and Diſguiſe 
can ſecure to us a Reputation amongſt Men. We 
know, that if theſe hidden Things be once brought 


to Light, that Light will diſgrace them and us: 


And therefore we ſhall think we muſt do what ohn 
we can to prevent it. We can't well be ignorant, y 
that every Vice is a Corruption of Human Nature, 
and a Scandal to it; and therefore, if we love a- 
ny, and han't loſt all Senſe of Shame, we ſhall be 
apt, rather than fail, to love and make a Lye, of 
one fort or other, to cover it; that, if it be poſſible, 


no Mortal, beſides our ſelves, may diſcern it. 80 


that, if ye don't renounce the hidden Things of 
Diſhoneſty, we ſhall be "a Ya to walk in _ 10 
n 5 . dels; 
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not make an Intereſt in any of the hidden Things 1 
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9 rene, we may be led de che nend "i 
higheſt,” Degree of Mi management. 'weblely! we | 
hould Sher the wr Thoughts of; Hrs. a 0 


< 3s J W mut not hardle the. Word of 60D 
decsie ally. This may be done by ol 
1 Part of it,or by corrupting what we deliver." f 


| 14 1.1 W 170 rhe Word of. G0 D. debe 
when we keep hack any Part of it. Our Arr 
— in the Exerciſe of his Miniliry,. kept back 
nothing that was profitable. He did not ſhun to de: 
I Ads xx clare all the Counſel of :G D. Nor muſt we; if we 
i 26 27 would be pure from the Blood of all Men. We 
„ muſt not decline, what we think the necaſſary Pub- 
lication of à Truth, or Duty; though by it we 
muſt condemn a former Opinion, which we a, 
maintain d; and give an Evidence that we c 
be miſtaken, We muſt not decline it, becauſe i 4 
will expoſe our Follies, and Imperſections I. be 
not hide-what I conſider. as important Truth; leaſh 
it ſhould diſcover ſome hidden Thing of Diſhoy 
neſty in me, leſt it ſhould erols my Interaſt, or 
Deſign Which I have on Foot, by putting * 
Hearers on ſome Duty, or other, which is not | 
ry favourable to it. f 1 walk in Craſtine Cond 
my Deſign be, for Inſlance, to pe or dos up 
the Coals of Contention ; to boil up the Rage of. 
A * to gratifie my Pride, Ambition, Covetouſ+ 
Revenge, or any DING Fooliſh and hurtful 
Luft; in that Caſe, aps, be of 
ſo much as reading —— my Hearers: the excellent 
Sermon of our Lord on th a : his laſt Ser- 
mon and Prayer, or . almoſt any Thing be 
ever ſaid or did, that's leſt on Record 55 the Go 
_pel; the firſt Epiſile of Folm, particularly the third 
and fourth Chapters of it, or 1 Cor. 13. Kam. 14. * 
I may be loath that ſuch Sounds as theſe ſhould 
ver reach their Ears. G0 D it Love, le this. 
dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in G0 P. Love E- 
nemies. Ho that hateth his Brot her 16 Munderer. 
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e # quite contrary, Sence ſhall- be:atnexed-to 
the Sound of it. An obſcure Paſſage, ſo in it ſelf; 
7 made '* a be ſet up in Contradictiem to the 
ns and merciful Nature of Gon, and tha 
falle rregrm of: e Seriptutea A 2 of. Peace 
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many Reverend Pe fee are not ſo much the Fol- 
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ſaid, They make _ Hearts of the Ris ears ſud, 
whom the Lord has not made ſad; and 1 
the. e the Mielled, that be ſhould not 2 
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have done well? Jan wage encourag d to pre- 


ſome that when they have, in Truth, finn'd away 
their Seaſon of Grace; and Gop will have Pa- 
tience with them no longer, he will accept the 
Will for the Deed, as being the All that they then 
have. Thus Men of profligate and ſcandalous 
Lives; willing that ſuch a Caſe, as their own, 
ſhould be thought as favourably of as may be, handle 
the Word of G 0D deceitfully. But let us care- 
fully avoid whatever is contrary to ſuch a Manage- 
ment as the Miniſtry of the Goſpel calls for. Let 
us renounce the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, not 
walk in Craftinefs, nor handle the Word of GOD 
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and ſhou'd keep at . 
utmoſt Diftance from a Ebnet of Infallibility. 

IN order to our Acceptance with Go p, and uſe- 
ſuldeſß to Our ſelves and others, we ought to be 


modeſt and humble, fincere and unbiaſs d, faithful 
and diligent, in our Searches aſter ſacred Truth. 
And then, cho we muſt not expect to have no- 


thing but Truth in this State of Imperſtetion, our 


Errors will neither be criminal, nor nſiſcin you; Tf. 


other parts of our Management agree with this. We 
muſt" compare one part of ſacred Writ, with a- 


nother, Spiritual Things with Spiritual, ' conſider 1 Cor, iis | 


what's the Drift and Def 6 5 of a Diſcourſe 2 
t of the Senſe of a 


ſingle Verſe, or e explain obſcure Paſſa 


to the clear Diſcoveries of the divine Na- 


ture in his Word and Works, the manifeſt Deſign 
of the whole, and the numerous plain Texts, in 
which, the moſt important Truths are written, as 


with'a Sun Beam. Let us, in thie uſe of all proper 
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che true Mind of Go 9 55 every part of his Word; 
alwrays maintainin ig a ju e of our Weakneſs, 
and a nn LR of 760 ſelves. In Mat- 
ters of 8 whilſt the greater Weight of 
Evidence on one ſide, 

t Pifficulties on the other; 

karity., And therefore tis fe to read, and conſi- 
der what is Taid on both Sides. And let us be care» 
ful, that dur Zeal for one Truth don't draw us to 
the Contempt'of another no leſs important, 


HAT, important Truth is manifeſt to us, let 
py endeavour to make manifeſt” to our Hearers, ſo 


far as tis needful and expedient; with reference to 
e And we ouglit Moray rar 


any y thing to'them which i is not clear in our own' 
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a contain 11 in the holy Scriptures. We. ere to 0 
our utmoſt to acquaint them with the great | 
of thoſe ſacred Writings, and to en them om et 
the higheſt Value upon ſo glorious a Treaſurer, and 
to give all Diligence to improve it. We muſt not 
darken the great Things of the Chriſtian Law, by 
Words without Knowledge, empty, inſi 1 0 1 
cant Sounds, obſcure, and to them at lea 
„cor! jil. hot to our ſelves, unintelligible Terms and Phraſes; ; 


| q 32, 13. but make every thing as plain as we can to them. 


AND withal, we ſhould endeavour to make 
them ſenſible what Truth is valuable for, wherein 
its Excelleucy lies ; namely, as it ſends. 0 Diys t0 
true Goodneſs, to the es of G 
Neighbour; a Conformity to the holy e 

Rom. ii. Will of Com. Reveal'd Things belong to us, that 
17----23. we may do all the Words of he divine Law. Put, 
John xiii them in Mind, that the Devils know more than, 
27. any of us, and are never the better for it; and 

Matt. that knowledge, without Humility. and Charity, 
Vit. 24 will not prevent our being their Companions. on 

Ever. A Sence of this might be a means to f 
iii. , 2 them and us with a Concern not to hold the Truth 


| | if oh. viii. 12 Unrighteouſueſs - and to uſe all the Knowledge. | 


1, 2,2 and Faith we have, as the Means of Love and O- 


Deut. bedience. Iwould preſerve them from unchriſtian, 


xxix. 29. Contentions about Truth, or Words. inſtead of 6 it 
Rom. i. and diſpoſe us all to prefer thoſe to our 

18. whoſe Converſation is more becoming the Colpel 
Gal. v. 6 than ours, though we ſhould think they have leſs 


3 Tim vi Truth, and conſequently leſs of Light, and Motive 


to di: ect and incline them to it. Whatever Mik 

5 takes they have, if they have but the "Anſwer: of 2 

brifes of 994 Conſienc towards G O D and. Chriſt, there 
Words. be no reaſonable Doubt of their fu 51 
1 Pet. kis Grace; for already, on the Suppal; itio! 
iii. 21. are ſaved from their Sins, If a 0 che . 
of a Chriſtian, he mult hay Fes auch: fer of ern 2 
8) Chriſtian as is abſolutely neceſſary. le hears 
Chriſt, believes him in all "Thinks put eV uy he, 
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dant Evidence of the Faith that works by Love; 1 John ñ 

Z and they are in their Nature as much more valuable ii. 4, 5 
than Faith;as the End is more valuable than the means. 2 Ep. vis 
I ſpeak of this with the more Concern, as u- i 
= der ſad and too juſt Apprehenſions, that an inte: 
| perate Zeal for Truth, or the Shadow and Appear- '- ' 

i ance of it, without Regard to the End of all title 
5 Truth of the Goſpel, which is a Doctrine accord- - 
5 ing to Godlineſs; calculated and reveal'd on Pu- 
poſe to promote it, I fay, this intemperate fiery Zea! 
for Truth has been the moſt fatal Error in the 
1 Chriſtian World, and the great Original of all the 
| Corruptions, under which it groans. Truth in a« 
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7 nother Sence, I mean Sincerity is, by this Means, 
| fallen in our Streets, and treated as the moſt crimi- 


nal Thing in the World; and he is ſcarce own'd as 

a Chriſtian Brother, that has Chriſtian Charity ;' . 
without which, in the 8 all 1 
Faith, and the Knowledge of all Myſteries, could 1 Cor., 
profit a Man nothing. In our Scuffles for Truth, XII. 1, 2 
we ſeem to think our Obligations to love one ano- 97 
ther, cincelld ; and the Spirit of Chriſt, in every 
Inſtance of it, is loſt, Earthly, Senſual and De- 
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; viliſh Wiſdom, to the Scandal of our holy Profe(- 

. BK fſfijon, takes Place of the Wiſdom which is firſt 

Pure, and then Peaceable, Gentle, and eaſy to be | 

F intreated, full of Merty and good Fruits, without 1 

| Partiality and without Hypocriſy.We profeſs to know James 


| the Mind of Gp better than our Neighbours; 0 15,16% 


but in'Works we deny him. We boaſt of Truth; 4 1s | 


. but what are we the better for it in our Hearts and Rom. ii, 

g Lives ? Inſtead of provoking one another to Love x7, e,. 

15 and good Works, we more than waſte'vur Time Heb. x. 

i in provoking one another to Envying and Strife, 44. 
Railings and evil Surmiſings, Confuſion and every 1 Tim. 
evil Work, to the Subverſion of our Souls. Vi. 34 4 
N I x might contribute to the Remedy of this com- 2 Eg. j. 
a plicated Evil, if we could prevail with our Hearers 34 4M 
to think more of this one moſt manifeſt Truth; 7 
: that Chriſtianity is a practical Thing, and that the 1 Tim. 
; Defign of all the Doctrines of it, is to make them vi. 3 2 
; like their Maſter; and could we perſwade them to 
J 


acquaint themſelves more with the holy Bible it 
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ſelf e uncorrupted Fountain: of Truth; en 
by Inſpiration to make us all wiſe and happy, 


* vit. +: throughly furniſh'd unto all good Works. By _ 
I 21,—14 means they may through the divine Rleſſi © Gon 
WL 2 Tim. once obtain more Light, and more Love 

HE iii. 15.--- and Man, than they are likely to find F 
17. numerous Managers of Controverſies; Who, — 


x Theſſ. commonly, are ſo partial, as to conceal what thoſe, 


i Ye 21 whom they conſider as Adverſaries, have to lay 


j 3 XV or their own Opinions; and will not, if they 


can help it, permit thoſe of their own Perſwaſi 
to examine the matter fairly on both ſides, wh 
they do it on one; by which Method a narrow nd 
ncharitable Spirit appears much more reaſonable, 
than it would otherwiſe. do. And, I r 
*twould be much better if, inſtead of i inſiſting ri - 
; gidly on diſputable Interpretations of Scripture by 
ible Men, we made more uſe of Scripture Ex- 
1 Cor. ii, prefſions; in which, as Proteſtants, we all agree; and 
13. Which every one is concern'd to underſtand the beſt 
| he can, as Gos ſhall direct and aſſiſt him. Tis 
ſafe, and to the Advantage of the Truth of 175 | 
when we ſpeak of i it in his o Language 5 
Truth eſpecially, as tis impoffible for us in the _ 
| Meaſure to know, any other way but that of 2 
pernatural Revelation; and is of ſuch a Nature, as 
to demand our utmoſt Reverence. Such are the 
Doctrines of the Glorious and ever Bleſſed Trinity, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, and the Redemption of 


* | EX 19: the World by the decond of thele - (repreſented in 


V- Scripture as three diſtin& Perſons) whoſe — 8 
forth have been from of Old, from Everla ain 
we run into more particular Explications 0 ſuch 
. as this, than the Holy Scripture it ſelf af- 
fords us, we may ſoon be bewilder rf d loſt in 
Inconſiſtency. But if we content our ſel Ives with 


* 
7-3: 


what Gop has ſeen fit to reveal of theſe Matters 


to us; we have ſo much clear, and important 


LA fe. i; Truth, as demands our moſt humble Gratitude. 


9. 10 And indeed, ſuch is his Goodnels, that whatever 
is moſt important and neceſſary, is always moſt cle: 
7 mm plain, that it may be intelligible and practic 


5 _ meaneſt dei. That 5 Thing 1 7 
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— matterof 8 Revelation; neee 11 
ticular unreveal'd manner of its being fo, muſt „ 
be in the dark to us. Nothing can be more EV © mw 
dent ſrom the Light of 8 than that there ies 
only .G © p, an abſolutely ſupream, ſelfeuiſtennt 
dependent Being; | eternally poſſeſs d of in- 

finite, and all poſſible Perfection.. Let as to the 
ph ga Manner of his Being, our finite Under 

dings muſt needs be at a Loſs; nor can Reve- 
lation help us. He would not be ſuch a. Son, 
if we could comprehend him. And tis Truth, no 
leſs evident from Scripture; that as there is but ome | 4 
GOD, the Father, of whom are all Things; ſo 1 Cor; - 
there. 4 one Lord Jeſus Chrift, by whom are all viii. 6. 
Things: That by him the Father made the Worlds, f Heb. i, * 4 
and all Then s therein, and that without him . oy. 7 
was not any thing made that was made; and that 1 7 
Thin, im, 2 45 "he bath appointed Pop ol 2 1 I 7 

0 preſer ves, governs, 1 1 
World. That he GO-Dof GOD; GOD cho 4 

805 of 60 D the Father, having the Divine Na- Eph. 1-20 ; 
ture, and infinite Perfect ions from him: and ſo 2 2, 22. | 
fit of that religious Worſhip which Angels, Ade xi by 
as well as Men, are bound to offer him. For he 21 15 
is not only ſtiled the Firſt- born of every Creature, hh 1 
as being before all Things; but Gazi: own Son, 5 Ty 
his only begotten Son, The Brightneſs of his Glo- vo. 


Col. ., 
„ and the 2 Inage f 1 Perſon. This is * 
ruth evident] Buri what ne are told, and OM 
are bound to believe is plain. Bur | the Manner * 22 "0 
' bus 1 78 an inconceivable Eternity, who John tit 1 
ſhall Declare ? Tis no leſs plain, that G 0 D ſo 16. 13 
laeued the World, that he ſem this his dear and Heb. i. 3 
| only begotten Son, from his Boſom into it, And: li. i | 
that He, of one Mind with the Father, delighting John iii. 
to do his Will, and with his Law in his Heart, pfl | 
did as freely come forth from him, and come into 8. xl. 
the World ; that the Glory which he Nad with Jen M1 
the Father before the Wo | was, was for a Time 28 | 
vail'd : And inſtead of 1 in the Form of John xi 
Gon, he took on him the EI Sn Ty 
emptied all, « . became 10d Þ1 Phil. 10 
PAs made in mn, 2 4 Part Trane 
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| Heb. ii. our Hleſb and Blood : That however, bis Glory, 
9 Long 4, of the only begotten of the "Father, ſhone, in 
= John i. ſome Meaſure, through the Vail; ſo that he was 


1 Tim at once in different eſpects, 'GOD vweild and 


great, and worthy of all Acceptation is this Part 
of the Myſtery of Godlineſs made known to us in 
the Goſpel. But the manner how G'oÞ is manifeſt 
in Fleſh,is Myſtery ſtill, and demands our Admiration. 
There's nothing unintelligible, or contradictory in 
what is reveald to us, and we are required to be- 
lieve. lis alſo plain, that the Bleſſed Jeſus died for 
1 Cor. Our Sins, to take them away by the Sacrifice of him- 
Ive 3. ſelf, that by Methods of Grace he might fit poor 
ch. v. 7. Sinners for, and give them eternal Life: tho' I am 
Job. i. 29. perſuaded, there is much in this ſtupendious Work 
Heb. ii. 9 of Redemption, the Diſcovery of which is reſerv'd 
Tit ii. 14 for that World, in which there will be a much more 
1 9 bright and glorious Manifeſtation of Truth, than 
John x. this preſent State will admit. The Love of Gov 
dy :;; in Chriſt paſſeth Knowledge; and tm what we do, 
8.18, 19 or may know of it, mult raiſe our Wonder and Love, 
Rom. v. or leave us inexcuſable. That the holy Spirit, whom 
6.—. 11, the Son ſends from the Father, is the great San- 
21 | CGifier and Comforter of Souls, and that his Opera- 
John xvi, tions are abſolutely neceſſary to make us holy and 
7. ch. xiv. happy, is manifeſt Truth; tho' the manner of thoſe 
26 Operations is not ſo manifeſt. - And therefore, we 
x Pet. i. need not be at a Loſs for the Manifeſtation of Truth. 
2 , We have Light enough for it, which tis our Buſineſs 


5 Me to receive, and communicate, in the beſt manner we 


can, to our People. Some Truth is ſo evident, that 
there can be no Danger of ſpeaking too poſitively 
about it; and ſo important, that there's no Dan- 
ger of our inſiſting too much upon it, as, That our 
Relation to the Bleſſed Go p, his glorious Attri- 
butes, and the various Exerciſes of them, call for ut- 
mamoſt Regard from reaſonable Creatures; that Jeſus 
| Mat. i. 6. Chriſt is now our exalted Prince and Saviour, who | 
14. gives Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins, in his own 
Adds v.31 Way and Method; That he is able to ſave to the 
Heb. vii. utter maſt all that come to Go p by him, ſeeing he 
25, 26, ever liveth to make Interceſſion for em; That bar 
3 | nee 
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Need that Interceſſor, and ought to come to the John Ni. 
Father in his Name; That whoſoever believes in 24 ' a 
him, bis Faith working Love, and by Love Obedi- John if rey 
ence, Hot have everlafting Life, Pals pi the Man — — "mn 
who does not thus believe, upon the preaching of 57 a 
the Goſpel, to him ſhall be damned; That the Laws, Mirk x 
by which he governs, are holy, juſt, and good ; and W | 
Rom vil. 
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that Sin againſt him is the worſt of Evils; That 
we. have exceeding. great and precious Promiles; 2 3. 
That as, without Holineſs uo Man ſhall: ſee the John v. 3. 
' LoRD; fo.we mult follow after Holineſs, as ever 2 Pet. i. 
we hope, by the Grace of Chriſt to obtain it; That 4+ 
we mult work out our own Salvation, in Hape, and Heb. *: 
with Fear, and Trembling, by Warchfulneſi, in %: 1% 
Prayer, og og his Spirit to work in us both 14 5 
to will and do; That we can't our ſelves. change 13 55 
880 N muſt ſeek that Change of * 2150 L 
the Gon of GM, in the way ofs ſerious Ende - 
vour, of which we are in ſome meaſure capable 
by Help already obtain'd, till we have finn'd it al!!! 
away. Thoſe Metaphors begotten, born of Go + 
of Life, created unto good Works, without ſtran- 


E * 1 * 
2 


* 


it appear unreaſonable. to exhort any to.endeavour © 
ing em to ſuch à miſchievous Abſurdity, ſo con- 


trary to the great Delign of the Goſpel, and a Gol- 


4 


bag 
% © 


pel iniſtry, they. muſt import nothing at all, c 
o much as ite that the Change in Converſion is 
very great and happy; that we cou d not, work it. 
our ſelves, and that tis wrought by the Grace of +: NM 


. us makes us Partakers of his Holineſs . 

or Likeneſs, which therefore, in a limited Senſe/, 
is call'd.the divine Nature: That, tho” of ourſelves, '* ** '* 
we can do nothing, his Grace, who is Rewarder. of Heb. xk. 

| thoſe that diligently ſeek him, is ready for our Al-6. 
liſtance ; and that, we can do all things thro) Chrift Phil. iv. 


Gos, who thus 


which. trengtheneth us; That we muſt be:dili 
in the Service of Gp, in Loma all his 
mandments, and yet when we have done all 


£0, we arc hut unprofitable Servants, 
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2 n n 5, Thatas we'mult* be holy, or r can 
„db happy; ſo-we muſt be holy here, or we can't be 
... holy hereafter; and that if we are not Hat. l 


p Rev.xxii. n e 1 


6 
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-our Judge,” and render to every one eternal 
23. Hife 'or- rf ron, Death, according tb his Works : 
4.Cor- vi the Things done in the Body, whether good'or bad, 
20. By inſiſting on ſuch än important, and pra- 


= Mat xvi. &cal Truths, andthe particular Trutlis and Duties 
1 conſequent n them, we approve our ſelves 


Rom: do every Min's Conſcience; as Mewing to all the 
Matth. things that belong to their Peace: We preach Chriſt 
| his Mind, the glotious'Re- 
Car ions he Had from the Father; „They hear from 
. 
p27 3 outs 505 . | 


Acts xi. preach to them exmingly devis's 
C0 
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2 Cor. Hemrts: We de not commend; or approve our 
. | 42 FX 2 Ti 1 | 
11 ſelves to our Hearers, by a well contrivid piece of 


IThel ii, Deceit, finiſtd FHypocrify; a Diſgutſe; too cloſe 


3,---6, 8, for the Penetration of Mortals: No, we commend 
70 our ſelves to them in the ſight of Gov ; that Gop, 
Phil. i. who knoweth all Things, who ſearcheth our Hearts: 
7,8, He; ih [ings we are, knows our Integrity, 
2 Cor. that e are careful to offer them nothing; but what 


Hen; we believe to be the Truth, important Truth, and 


1. to Keep baek from them nothing thar'is profitable to 
chem; that, we preach not our” ſelves, but Chriſt 


, eſus the Lord; and that we practiſe our own 


2 Cor: i. Doctrine. He knows that” our Heart is in our 
12. ch. 3. Work, that we ate in good Earneſt, when we be- - 
12.  ſeeck our Hearers, not to rer iv the Gruce of Gop 
eden He" knows that we ſay: che Tri and 
Ae not, when zer ag that we are their affionate 
* _- Servants for Jeſüs Take; that we ſeek them, not 
_ +1 ,theins; that, we are molt tenderfy concern'd for their 
Valette; that we love, and that we warchfor their 
Sul as they that muſt give” account ; that the Diſ- 
charge” of dur Conſciences, towatds Go n, our 
Maſter,” towards them, and towards our own: 
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govern our whole Management. We pray, 
we firive mightily, thro divine Aſſiſtance, ta _ —_ 
ſave our ſelves,” and them that hear us. G.oD _ 
is Witneſs, with our r mg that in Simplicity Wi 
and godly Sincerity, we have had our Converſa- = . LY 
tion in the World; ow by Fleſhly Wiſdom, but  - Mt 
by the Grace of Gor. We have us d great Plan- 5 
neſs and Freedom. By Manifeſtation of the Truth, 3 e 
commending our ſelves to every Man's Conſcience - 1 
in the 1 of .G ob. The Miniſters of the Goſ- 
1 muſt be yer 5 ſincere 25 faithful in the whole 
| themſelvts and their Doctrine. \Y 
AS ” Faithfulnef implies Perſeverance in Dury; . 
notwithſtanding Difficulties, and Diſcouragements. Rey, i * 10h 
The Servant of the Lord muſt be faithful unte 10 . 
Death. This Apoſtle here gives us a Deſcription 2 Co. ivy. 
of his grievous Sufferings but they did not ſhock 8 12 
him. Seeing we have tk \ Miniſtry, as we have re- Acts xX. 
ceiv'd Nene] we faint not. None of thoſe Things24 
moy'd him, nor did he count his Life dear unto 
himſelf, that he might finiſh the Courſe of that 
Miniſtry, he had receiv d With Joy. I come, in the | 


IV, and Laft place, to lay Hebbre you, The « 
Obligations we are under to ſu fincere and faithful „„ 
4 Lamas e of our ſelves and our Delfine. | 


To this 5 boſe op 5 conlider'” oC b 

Wosz Minilters we are: The ee Las. =" 
of Heaven and Earth; the great Judge of the World e 
is our Maſter; we are Miniſters of Griſt, who did. 1 rer. 1 
70 Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mauth. 1 

WHAT Miniſtry we have: the moſt ſacred, "ral 
Rr, and glorious; wherein we have, or ought to 
have, much to do with Gov, the Go of Truth; 
a moſt important Miniſtry: Death and Life are, in 
ſome” Senſe, and Meaſure, in the Power of dur 
Tongues, *Tis a moſt awful Employment; of a- | 
mazing Conſequence: We are Watchmen for Soule, . 
for immortal 8 5 Ob! l rn bs DOTY 15 25 2 Cor. 1. 1 
Things # | "1 S Wen, Tl 
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War Mercy we have: er Nerey ir innu 
rable ways; particularly the Mercy of wry Þ * | 
cred a Trult, fo glorious and fo gracious . 
committed to us. What an engaging Honour + 
Priviledge is this? Lord, 8 are we, chat we 1 
ſhou'd be Part bog in thy Kage | 8 

Ho deeply we are ange by. the Ordina- 
tion Vow-taken upon us: What ſole wth oh | 
do we then make? Don't we devote our ſelves to 
the Lord, to be his Aacet and faith ful Servants 
foreves}. . „ 

- A's we not alwa s in che fa BY in che 


| Sight of our great Ma er Þ And his Eyes are as a 
* "uhh ii. Flame of Fire. He ſees thro our whole — 


ment. Nothing is hid from him, N t 6 
be a Diſguiſe to him. 

»WHa Tr N a have we left 1 us . 
der were faithful? What think we of the Apoſtle 
Paul? He was ſincere and faithful: He did not 
faint under all his Preſſures. Many other bright 
Examples, even of ordinary Miniſters, n been 
alſo ſet before us. Will they not condemn us, if we 
SIG and encourag'd by. them, to our. 

uty 

I we ſhou'd: he perfidious Wretches, What a 
Load of Guilt muſt lie upon us? How uncomforta- 
ble are our Circumſtances at preſent? What Ter- 


rors are we liable to? And don't we, Wich al our 


Craft, diſquiet our ſelves in vain 7 And, 

WHA r a diſmatReckoning ſhall we 3 at laſt? 
What is the Hope of the Hypocrite; Wwhen GOD 
takes away his Soul ? All the hidden Things of 
Diſhonelty ſhall then be laid open beſore Men and An- 
gels. And, Lord! what an aggravated Doom will 
ours be? If we are infincere, unfaithfal, wall in 
Cnaftineſs, or handle the Word of Go e 
fully; what a fiery Vengeance wi be our Lot? 

WRA Bleflings may we be, if faithſul, in our 
reſpective Stations? How many may, thro the 
Blefling of Go, rejoyce to neee the Fruit 
of our Labours? What Joy, Grace and . — 
we be the Means of conveying to our Neighbour 
And what Joy may they return to us ? 9 ” 
TK Wd. HA 8 | 


Lö 


. HA. ＋ r we then have 3 our 


| Conleiences ? What Reſt, What Compoſure, and 
Jar e fin 7 — a Calm in our Minds ö 
| 0 

h Weh What a glonious Crown ſhall » we at T7 
receive, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear ? 


5915 at turn (do their Part to turn) mam to Dan, xii; 


eh *. ſhine as the Stars for ever aud . 


nw No Work, no Labour of Love  thall Hebei, 1 [i þ 


Pen what has been faid, we may infer. 


i 'Ho 0 w little Reaſun they have to value them- ö 
3 or to be valued b others, who profeſs to 


have this Miniſtry ; whillt their Management is got 


at all anſwerable to the great Ends of it? Who fre 


not able and faithful Men: Who are groſſy inſuffi- 
vient 

take heed t to themſelves, dr to their Doctrine: Who, 
inſtead of commending themlelves ta eve 
Conſcience in the Sight of G o b, wy Mani 2 — 
of of 1 practice the hidden Things of - Diſho- 


1 k in Craftinels, and manage the Word 
of oe I deceitfully ; ; wrelt the Scriptures, as a 


as in them lies, to the e of themlelyes, 
= oth 4. Jim pr: er harden the Wicked in 
their Wicke What th ba fy lay, and by what 


they do; e 1 be lors of Sin and Death up- 
o, WI hill they glory in an empty mw 


them; w 
hate and deride the Power of Godline is; and teac 
others to do ſo too: Who are very zealous to make 


one Proſelite to their Party; and when hie is made, \,_., 


would, if poſſible, make him two- fold more the 

Big of Hell il than themſelves: If ſuch Meh wand: 
Magiſtrates; as the Scribes and Phariſees were, 
wh late in Moſes's Sext 3 4 People would be oh- 


lig d to N and do what they lawfully com- 


manded; but I don't fre what better Regard i ws due 
do them, under che þ tion of Miniſters, than Pity 
and Contempt. They are a Scandal 46 the facred 


Nb and ſomewhat account for, tho they 


er juſti *he . of 5 chat are 0 
band Cid 7 


or ſo ſcandalouſly negligent: Who don't 
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tempted to think the Goſpel it ſelf to be Prieſt- 
Craft, or a cunningly devis'd Fable. Theſe Men 
are Plagues and Judgments,” not Blefſings, where 
they live. If People were left to the Light of Na- 
ture, and their Bibles, they might, perhaps,” have 
leſs of the Brute, and of the Devil too, than now 
they have, by living under ſuch a Miniſtry as 
this. Are ſuch Workers of Ry to be lov d 
and honour'd for their Works fake ? Is any Re- 
ſpect due to the moſt horrid Treachery, and per- 
diouſneſs? Shou'd they not abhor themſelves ? 
What Contempt will be pour'd upon them at the 
great Day, by the Lord Jeſus himſelf, for the Diſ- 
Honour they have done him, by pretending to be 
bys Servants? ' What an exceeding and eternal 
Veight of Guilt will they fink under? 


2. T'Iõ to be lamented, if it were poſſible, with 
Tears of Blood, that the Number of ſincere and faith- 
ful Miniſters is ſo very ſmall and inconſiderable, in 
the Chriſtian World. So tis, indeed, if we compare it 
with the unworthy Pretenders to fo ſacred an Of- 
fice. In Popiſh Countries, nothing is leſs meant 
than the Manifeſtation of Truth. The Bible is 
kept from the common People, as a dangerous 
Book. And the wretched deſigning Prieſts tell them 
what they pleaſe, as the Word of Gon. Some in- 
deed, a very few whom they can truſt, are permit- 
ted to read it in their own Tranſlations, in which 


4 
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they have wickedly corrupted it where they thought 


it would bear hard upon them. Ignorapce of the 
Scriptures is the Mother of their Devotion. And 
how tis even in Proteliant Countries, we need not 


e how fas e 


the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, which they proſeſs to 
have receiv d? How few are Chriſtians, who call 
themſelves. Miniſters > We are highly favour'd by 
Providence; yet can't be happy, till we are re- 
form'd.; nor ate we like to be reform'd whilſt it is 


10 for Thankſgiving to 


3. WE want not Occaſions 
3 gd Gop, We have had wonderful Deliveran- 
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ces from the Darkneſs, and crafty: Management of 
Popery. We have the Word of G0 D in our Hands, 
and in the Mouths of faithful Miniſtets; who, ab- 
ſolutely ſpeaking, are many, thoꝰ not in a compa- 
rative Senſe. The Labourers are few, when com- | 
par 'd with the Loiterers, or with the Harveſt? Yet Matt 155 
| E us bleſs the Lord of the Harveſt, that they are 3, 38. 
ſo many; whilſt we pray for more, and do the ut. 
molt our ſelves. NE ee ee 1 


4. A ſincere and faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel 
ought to be highly eſteem'd as ſuch; One that lives 
well, that does not walk in Craftineſs, nor handle 
the Word of Go p deceitfully; one who ſincerely 
endeavours, by the Manifeſtation of the Truth, to 
commend himfelf to every Mans Conſcience in the 
ſight of Go D: Such a one demands our Reſpect, 
whereever we find him; whatever his particular 
Perſwaſion, or way of Worſhip may be; whether 
he be a Conformiſt, or Diſſenter, or to whatever 
rticular Diviſion he belongs. He may be miſta- 
en in many Things; and, I may think him fo 
when he is not; but am I, in the Judgment of 
Charity, bound to believe, that by Study of the 
Scriptures, and earneſt Prayer for divine Aſſiſtance, 
he endeavours to acquaint himſelf with the Mind 
of Go, and that, according to the belt of his 
Apprehenſions, he makes it known to his Hearers ? 
Does the Truth of his Faith evidence it ſelf in the 
goodneſs of his Converſation , and the ſoundneſs 
of his Doctrine, in its 'Tendency to promote the ſame 
in others? To make them ſuch as our common Lord 
wou'd have them be ? If this be the Caſe, let us 
own, and love ſuch a Fellow Servant, hom our 
great Maſter will own, and reward too, at his 


J. Ws may infer from what has been ſaid, the 
great Care which ought to be taken both as to the 
Admiſſion of any to this ſacred Oſſice; and the 
bringing up of Vouth to it. They are not to be 
encourag's, that are not like to purſue the Ends of 
iſtry. There- ſhou'd be well grounded 
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Sh: rage Principles of true — are in 
ſome Meaſure formed in them. And one . 
ſo dehgn'd by his Parents, ſhould, from a Child 


15 know the holy Scriptures, which are ſo neceſ[2- 1 
to make him Wiſe unto Salvation; and 
2 Tim. ni # 


ughly furniſhed unto every go Work; b 
Ii. 15.--- which he muſt ow 25 e 5 abe 6 by 


7. well as his o n. 


6. Since there are ſo few, ws ? tis has will of 
Chriſt there ſhould be fo many able, aerger. and 
faithful Managers in the Sacred Of 105 do 
well who contribute all they can, — Sos 5 to- 
wards an Encreaſe of their Number. Tis a com- 


mendable Thing in Parents, to bring up their Sons 
for it, whoſe promiſing Genius, early Piety, and 


Inclinations, encourage them to hope for Succeſs in 
the Deſign: And, where the Caſe requires it, 
twould be commendable in others to aſſiſt in ſo ex- 
cellent a Work. A Diſpoſition towards ſo deſpis d, 

though ſo honourable an Employment ought to 


be cheriſhed. And thoſe that have good Eſtates to 


leave behind them, ſhould not think it a Diſgrace 
to have a Child the Servant of Chriſt in a pecu- 
liar Manner; nor content themſelves with devo- 
ting one to this Miniſtry, which they can't tell 
how otherways to diſpoſe af. Thoſe es purſue 
their Studies on this Deſign, ſhould have their 
End oſten in View; and, in good earneſt, labour 
after thoſe Improvements of their Minds und 
Hearts, which may contribute to their Preparations 
for this excellent Miniſtry. This they ſhould ſtill 
aim at by all proper Means, 25 6 Reading, r 
you been and Prayer. Bi r 0 
IN N Ii 1 

7: Orners may chu the.Profeſſion of Law, 
or Phyſick; and theſe do well thus to bend their 
Thoughts this Way, although they reſolve never 
to 3 the Miniſtry by means: of 13 De e 
with Terms not by! Chriſt; | ſhould 
but doubt that a at = it Homer be incon- 
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ance dus to. 8 er any way. injurious 70 the 


Rights. and Liberties of the Subjects of His King: Rom. ir 


dom. And in the Exerciſe of this their Liberty, 5, 23. 
both Magiſtrates and Miniſters do well to protect ; 
; fo fax. as they can: And one 


thoſe Beo 

whodehre the Benefit of his Labem; and provi 

larly, ſo far as it concerns them, call him to it. Nor 
can that bleſſed Redeemer be diſpleas d with his 
own immediate Deſire of ſo good an Office and 


ork; If this be maniſeſtly the Caſe, en x Tim- 4 Þ 


on t act as their great Maſter's Friends, if they iii. 1. 
don't Joyfully concur in his Ordination. The 
wrong him in his — * and Kingdom, and i 
all-in a 75 l agree in this rene tis, 1 
conſeſs, paſt 2 0 e with me, that a Perſon, ſo 
— rom call d, may have as valid a Mini 
as may. in the Works, 28 d to him, 1 

rrenee (and 1 A 3 Will, ſo di 
realy Kc Lan to A Mie by which: they. ough! 
to govern themſelves) that he does well 150 to 
receive it, and e more to ae aer ee 
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ſs Is it be a Matter of ſo much Ir 
and o ee regs 5 Mind of .Chrilt, the 
Miniſters of his; Goſpel ſhould be very lancer: 
faichful.in the whole Management of themſely 
uw their Doctrine ; then, woes # lad. Account ba 
t 


have to gives Who, 2 — oh; unwarantable im- 
tions on the Conſcienge Gong m. 4 [eng ” 
and Declarations, corrupt t - 
thoſe that ſeek it to be infincere at ENG ve nay © 
tranee upon it, and ( much as in then ties) 1 dif 
Courage and reject. ſuch as are qualified and call d, 

NI _ wil not enter. with a Lye: in their Noe {| 


+. it be a ber of ſo much Importance 
Kh. pres WR holy Things:ſhould be 
lined ſor that 1 9 —— <I> 
in e Management 1 6 (oe, mult, be * 
much the Congern of every fin rlon to hay 
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beſt Care, and uſe the beſt Means ſor the Salvation 
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that every one ſhould love his own” Soul, take the 
g #7 1 ** 3 2 + 
v one e his Soul, take the 


of it he can. And in this he miſt jud e, and 
cooks for Miimfalf, gti 08, this! 0 s 
Apprehenſions. And, as none can anſwer for him 
another Day, none can have Right to hinder him. 
And therefore a Church is à voluntary Society; 
none are Members of it, but by their own'Conſent. 
Tis nei, TE e WET e £4] p Wai 
; AN D hence we may infer, - e e ee 04S e 


10. Ho w- negligent muſt they be of their Souls, 
that chooſe to commit the Care of them to an in- 


ſufficient, inſincere, and unfaithful Manager, and 
one that lives like a Brute or a Devil, becauſe of 
this or that Party; rather than to the Care of one, 
that in ſome Meaſure copies aſtet the Example in 
the Text; and ſo commends himſelf to every Man's 
Conſcience in the Sight of GOD. Ho can you 
anſwer. for ſuch a Choice at the great Day? Who, 
or what, ſball then excuſe you? Who will then un- 


dertake to bear you harmleſs? Vou would not 


chooſe an ignorant, or a careleſs Phyſician for 
your ſick diſtemper'd Bodies, if you know it : and 
dre not your Souls much more precious? Will Party, 
pr Opinion, or a Place of Worſhip, make a Scan- 
dalous Miniſter acceptablerto Chriſt? Or will He, 
upon theſe, or any other 'Atcounts, diſown one 


that's faithful If not, how can _ think that 
Hy 


ſuch a Choice as yours, ſo manifeſtly contrary to 
His Will, ſhall be excus'd by kim upon any Pretence 
R 14187 15 5 7 | 0 iy; 


II. FINAL I v, If Miniſters ſhould be very ſincere 
und faithful in the whole" Management of them- 
ſelves, and their Doctrine; People ſhould be ſo too, 
in their own-Endeayours to further the Deſign of 
their Miniſtry. You are under the Eye of the 
fame Go, and liable to the Tame Judgment. You 
are nearly concern'd in the Suceeſs'of our Miniſtry ; 
and have a Tartito do towards it; which if you 
neglect, how faithful ſoever We are, we ſhall La- 
our in vain, and ſpend our Strength for nought, 
. 1 | as 
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ä e Gi h for your! Soils, as th 
98 eee 0 _alfs,muft watch; for nh alſs 
muſt give 2 nd though unfaithful M 
niſters thall” Have a e mnation, — 
E das well as they. The 1 
7 we . 
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or abuſe 'the Sec 


Diſhoneſt 


tures, than we have. 
Ir we don't carry it towards You, as the ſincere 

and faithfyl Miniſters of Chriſt, upon full Proof 

ol it, don't own us as ſuch, 1 and ſhun us. 

But if, as ſuch, we commend our ſelves to every 

Man's Conſcience in the Sight of Gop; then, 

for the Lord's fake, do you upon the ſame Conſi- 


ſideration commend you wn our Conſcien- 
as Perſons at ſet ay upon our Mi- 
iſtry. Honoyrably ſupport, and encourage us. 
we ſow unto you Spiritual Things, is it à great t Cor ix. 
4 if we Hall reap your Carnal Things? Strength- g 
en our Hearts, and our Hands, all you can: ae 
tend us in all the Exerciſes of this Miniſtry ; in all 
the Ordinances we diſpence, with Conſtancy, Di 
gence, and Sten Live what you hear. 
tent not your ſelves with the beſt Means e 
the En f hy — aye our or et, and fe 


. 
e. 


fer e | ethe 
us. Work out Your own Salvation. Let your 
private Diſcourſes, and Exhortations, be ſubſer - 
vient to thoſe we offer you in publick. Exho 
one another daily ; and provoke to Love and ; 
Works ; leaſt any of you be — through the 
Deceitfulneſs of f Sin. Receive Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, as we e and offer him to you. Love 
e Manifeſtation of Truth, and ſubmit to the 
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ſelf, as ſure I am, that 1 have no ; 
ers, when I ſay, that the Glory of ON, 
e Good of Soüls, the Ae AD He- 
nour and Intereſt of Chriſt the aig and the 
pm my ſelf in ſuch a State as may moſt effectu- 
inable me to obtain the fature Everlaſting Bleſ- 
2 eſs, _ 120 3 We obtain <7 105 the great 
N wes, which it 1 fder 
a this very difficult, and ur! 
ork. 


Queſt. 2. Will you be 0 in ie, read- 
ing, preaching, admimftring the Sacraments, 
Diſcipline, and doing all Miniſterial Duties 
towards 1 2 Se N 0 

Anſw. < ough” Lam very WEL ow inſuf- 

ficient I am for theſe Things; yet I purpoſe 

and ſhall endeavour in the Strength of Chriſt, an 

22 g to the Meaſure of his Tl and Grace 
qided me, {a to diſcharg h of 

* ＋ applove in iny Selk, to 

2 N and ee N 0 — | 
ill you be diligent, an ait in 

i Ne the Truth of be Goſpel againfe 

rror ? 


always dearer to me than Reputation, In- 
— or any worldly. Advantages, whatever ; and 
that he will enable me with Covrage and Conſtan- 
cy, without Hope of Reward, or Fear of Puniſh- 


ment from Men, heartily to eſpouſe, 2 4 openly 


ww deferid all neceſſary Goſpel 1 
Oecaſions, and againſt all its 


Queſt. 4. Will be eval to maintain the 
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ommend ee ee 3 encou- ; n 
i Loves: and Concord among  -— mn 
with 8 my Toner and Inter Wo 


and Inſtinutions, 3 in- ark 3 rte. 
both — Faith and; Worſhip ; and therefore 1 can 
not but look on Our Reformation, as 4 n 

e our {elyes from the groſs Erro n. 4 
aways 


. — 7 and moſt unchriſtian Im 
9 5 ou hu And accordingly I 

Nee 77 Aſſiſtance, to oppoſe and ex- 

05 thoſe pernicious Principles, on which 

opery has advanc d, and ſtill ſupports it ſelf; par- 9 | 

„that fundamental Error. of denying Men i 

à free impartial Enquiry. into, and Examination of e 

the Holy II and the Li of acting con- 1G 

82 * their J 7 1. Wot after uch Examinati- 

on he main Pillar which ſup- 

| Nhe ab ick: And we can never 

pe. for the Peace and Unity of the Church in 

: der or primitive Purity in Worſhi „ while. 


x17 anda nec and ro $67 Sony n 2 ind 
ons 8 and while Men are ty'd down by 


aths, Subſcriptions, Declarations; and other like 
8 of Church ee to _ meer en. 


nions and Explications of * 
Dower, | 


thought moſt Tay mare to e 
tad r of a 


ſhops — of, Ge ofcheef = 


the CE _ 2 


1 

a 

£ 

2 

1 

2 

53 
þ 
| 
f 


_—_ Diſcipline out of the 3 8 ane | 


10 Chriſt as ſole 
Church, to exerciſe my Miniſtry among —— —— 


earneſt Prayers; and reſolve ta 


ie HEAR = 


2 eee to n Deſig j 


of the ſame; as it rakes the Rewer of the Keys, and 


3 only where it does 
wher e — . there- 
fore, tho” J earneſtly "te a reaſdnable Accotmmo- 
dation with ue Naadonaf eſtabliſniq Church, for 
the falke of Chriftian Peace and Concord ; and 
ud Gf heartily to thoſe Ends jo Com- 
munion her on Scyiptaral Terms: Yer till 
that ean be ohtained, I . my ſelf bound in Du- 
ey; and Conſcient by the Allegiance T owe 
13 ing and _ of the 


will ſubmit to ſuch Order, ard Char 

as are I = Gee x | 
eld. 7.4 — | Fun 

e take Care, 7. 
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and uncompound 


2 the moſt exact Proportion, — perfet Order 


molt « 
Ends; ſhou'd * be Obtaind in pn whot 


al Eternity one only Supream, 5 Se 


terial, "viſible or inviſi 
ind diſposd; whoſe Fed by: Mats Lond with un 


tuitive Act ol his on infinite Underſtandi 
1 ans preh 


F HIS. | 1 ! 
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"The Co hon "of Faith. 
4 Original, abſalgteh 


FORE W 


beyond all the * of Mee 


Motion, and whoſe Parts are organiz d, conſtru- 


25 Laws of 


Hed, and ſet together; or the Principles 'of A Molt 
furprizin and divine Geometry: In à word, When 


41 . tho tiis glorious Fabrick © of univerſal ' Ae 


as One vaſt; if infinite" Machine, conſiftin 

an infinite Num ir of leſſer Machines, every 5 * 
hich is adjuſted b, / ea and Weighs; And in 
«which all the infinite Variety of natu Effects Fro 
ceed from u very _ ee the moſt fimple 
From theſe, and ſuc 
like Confiderations' Ti e to a Demo 
ry to be the perf uction of an'Almighs 
7 — ait | 21 infinite, 
Hebentle dom; it bold fn | ſolu 
impoſſible in the' Nature and Re 


ou d ariſe from meer blind E 


ty, and un 
Charice 5 or that the nobleſt afi 8 


8 Part of univerfal Nature, and this Withot 
. — in Mind, Wiſdom, or Contrivafſee at 
an! in its roduction and D Diſpoſal. And beſides E 
this, tis an expreſs Contraqdiction to fay, chat a Se- 
Ties of meer finite, dependent Cri ſhou'd be 
deriv'd from each other in an endleſs Progreſſion, 
without an) Original, independent Cauſe of thei? 
Exiſtence.” ' 1 t 


IBIIUI EVA therefor ut chess eh ll 


"Ts ab 3 
" 1 * 


exiſtent Being, of 2 2 infinite Ferfectio 5 — uc 

we call Gp; from whom, as the firſt Original 
Cauſe, all other Bein „Whether material, or imma- 
have” deriv'd' their 21 
iſtence'; und by whom chen are upheld, | 


n 
i 


ted; reachin 11 to all Things poſſible, or to he. 
— is cofiſiſtent with the . Rectitude, and 
Perfection of his Nature; Who, by one ſimple in- 
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lary or contingent, mal, pr 


ends himſelf, and all Things 


cative of his Goodneſs, has h 
(EL Bzw1szy x; that from the Nature of Man, as a ra- 
tional ſelf determining Agent, and his Relation to 
G © Dz his Creator, ſupream Sovereign, and chief 
Good, there reſults a neceſſary, immutable, and e- 
ternal Obligation to the moſt perfect, and exact O- 
bedience, or Conformity to the divine Will, hows. 
ever made known to him, either in the Nature and 


Reaſon of Things, or by ſupernatural and poſitive 


IBSLIE VR, that this unchangeable Law of Na- 
ture and eternal Rule of Right. neſs requires and 
obliges us, with reſpect to G Oo p, that we maintain con 
in our own Minds the higheſt poſſible Hon- 
our, Eſteem, and Veneration for him; which muſt 
expreſs its ſelf in the moſt proper, and reſpective 
Influence on all our Paſſions, and in the ſuitable 
Direction of all our Actions; that we worſhip and 
adore him, and him alone; that we employ our 
whole Being, and all our Powers and Faculties in 
his Service; and to his Glory; that we addreſs our 
ſelves to him conſtantly, for all the good Things 
we ſtand in need of, and return to him our moſt 
humble and hearty Thanks, and Praiſes, for all the 
Mercies and Benefits which we are continually re- 
ceiving from him: With Reſpect to our Fellow 
Creatures, that we deal by every orie, as we wou d 
reaſonahly expect they ſhou'd deal by us; and par- 
ticularly that we endeavour, as much as poſſible, in 
all our Actions, to promote the common Good and 


Happineſs of dur Fellow Creaturem: With Regard to 


our ſelves, that we maintain conſtantly ſuch a Diſ- 
polition-gf:Bady and Mind, as may belt fit and ena - 
e us to perſotm our Duty in all other Reſpects: 
That we bridle our Appetites with Temperance, 
govern our Paſſions with Moderation, and apply 
our: ſelves. tothe Buſineſs of our. proper Stations in 
the World, with Diligence and Cantentment. 
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"I Barris vs; chat as this Law extends it felf to 


founded in Nature, and the neceſſary Real; 


all the nward Thoughts, Deſires, and Intentions of 
the Mind, as well as to outward Actions; fo _ ; 
on, and 
Relation of Things, it is abſolutely unchamgeable 
and unrepealable; and muſt continue for ever to 
oblige every reaſonable, Creature, as the fix d Rule 
of Duty, and Meaſure of the moral Good, and E- 
vil of Actions; and conſequently wherever! we fail 
of obſetving it in any particular Inſtance, we fall 
ſhort of our Duty, and are guilty of S.. 
As the Holy Scriptures, of the Old and New Te- 


ſtament, contain Doctrines of the moſt awfub and 


eternal Conſequence, relating to the Glory of G Op. 
and Happineſs of Mankind; as they propound the 
nobleſt End, viz. the compleat Felicity of Man in 
the everlatting Enjoyment of the moſt perſect Ob- 
ject, the ever bleſſed Go v, as they propoſe: in or- 
der to the obtaining of this End, the moſt excel 


ws rational, and neceſſary Means, namely; 


moſt exact and univerſal Holineſs; infore d — 
moſt powerful Motives, the tranſcendent, incom- 


prehenſible Love of G o n to Man, in the Redemp- 


tion of a loſt World, by the Sacrifice, and Death of 

11s' only begotten, and moſt beloved Son, farther 
encourag d by the Promiſe of a fupernatural and di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, the Co-operation of the Holy Spi- 
rit, in order to render the outward Means eſtectual 
to the Salvation of Men: As the Truth of theſe 
Writings are yet farther confirin'd, hy the exact Cor- 
reſpondence between Scripture Propheſies and Events, 
in the moſt punctaalAccompliſhmentofthoſe Pruphe⸗ 
ſies: By the moſt numerous and uncontroulable Mi- 


 racles; particularly in the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, . 


the bleſſed Author of our Religion, froni the Dead; 
and the wonderful Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on his 
Diſciples, in that ſtupendious Gift of 'Tongues, by 
which thoſe, who were otherwiſe illiterate, and 
wholly uninflrulted in the Sciences and Languages, 
were! enabled. immediately, and without any preri- 
ous Meditation, of Study; to go forth thro all the 


World, and preach the Goſpel eee! 


Languages under Heayen ; As the Truth and Ex- 
M4. t r . 'cellency 
| | 0 „ 


b avllency of. theſe Donny, ere a in all 
| ET es, atteſted and confirm d by the wonderful Suc- 
dels of the Goſpel preach d, and the Propagation. of 
; Chfriltianity,:/ in o ion to the Luſts, Paſſions, 
. — Intereſts of Men, and the combin d 
Power and Malice of Earth and Hell. From theſe 
inherent and eſſential Characters of a Origi- 
ginal, and Authority, added to this miraculous 
external Evidence, I Tn and leqlaltiy believe, 
that theſe ſacred Writings are the infallible Word, 
and Law of G'o D to Man, containing all x 
neceſſary to be believ'd and practis'd in order to 8 
vation and that ſo plaiply: and clearly, and in 3 
Stile ſo juſtly; and moors aj to the meanel! 
and moſf vulg Capacities, that no one who exa- 
: r honeſt Mind, or ſerious 
AImpartiality, can fat of underlantling itz or xema 
icnqrant of his Dut in theſe Reſpetts. 
IBRLI EVI the rmeof the ever ble ache and 
glorious Trinity, as contain d in the ſacredl Writings; 
at: G p(the Father, by an eternal Act of Gene- 
ration, has communicated the divine Nature, and 
Eſſence 10 the Son, Who is the Brightnels/of; the 
Father a Clorx, and the expreſs Intage © f his' Per- 
„in whom dwells the Fulneſs of the Godhead 
Bodi, by vchom he made the Worlds, and with- 
ont wham was nothing made that was made; who 
N wah Gon, ang} who Fees 
An ot 142 
 I'Bzr1zvs, that the Hay Shot, in a manner 
n to us proceeds both from the Fa- 
ither ind the Son; and becauſe not onl the com- 
mon Titles and Denominations, - but the infinite 
divine Perfections alſo are in Seripture anributed- to 
each of thoſe; therefore, I believe, that ag che Fa- 
cher is CO, fo likewileithe Son is Gen, add ane 
. 
three, but one „ Andependent, de 
— Being, ol e infinite beef, + a 
Ar r of] 4 
„BAN hens Gam created the fir parents 
9 a State of Happineſs andi Inte ricy 
e d 0 eee Rectitud 
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of all their Powers and Faculties, their Appetites ; 
and Paſſions being in a juſt Subordination to, and 
under the entire Conduct and Direction of right 


KReaſon, and their Wills readily diſposd to fo 
the Determinations of a clear Underſtanding, and 
aà well inform d Judgment : That in this er of 
Innocence and Integrity, G0 D, as their Ureator, 
and Supream Sovereign, gave them a compleat and 
perſect Law, as the Rule and Meaſure of their O- 
bedience, and the Condition of Immortality and 
Eternal Life; which Law requir'd an exact uni- 
verſal Conformity to the eternal Rule of Righte- 
ouſneſs, in exerciſing all their Faculties, moderating 
- their Paſſions, and determining all their Actions, 
E the Conduct and Direction of” right Reaſon : 
o which natural Law was ſuperadded one-poſitive 
Precept, reſtraining them from eating the Fruit of 
2 Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil A 
fe perſonal Obedience to this whole 9 
natural, and poſitive Law, being enforc'd Fon the Pe. 
nalty of Death, on an y the leaſt Defedtion, 'or 
8 Failure. a 18 
e Betinve aide: the — hire: threathed, 
implies not only the bare Diſſolution of _ _ | 
in the Separation of the Soul and Bod 
the Secluſion of both from the divine 3 and 
Favour, or the Loſs of the entire ineſs of the 
hole Man, Soul and Body, which! by an exact 
Obedience they were made ca ble 01 obtai N 
I BIIIEVE, that this fir Covenant, or AW 
of Works was not, or could not be reſtrain of per- 
"Tonally to our firſt Parents; but —— to all 
their natural Off- ſpring, or to the whole humane 
| bo 0h 2 Not that "they. were Subjects 'before they 
p Men, or could be conſider d as under moral 
29 and the Obligation of the. Law, be- 
fore they had any Being or Exiſtence i But becauſe 
this Law, or eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs, is the 


neceſſary Reſult of Man's rational ales, —_— his 


Relation to Go p, as his Creator, ſu 

and chief Good; and therefore. muſt 1 
20 y — — ee ade Exi ED | 
pos d; Virtue ce, m | 
Ve atv relies Dans. h a, 
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N . 
22 eee that our firſt Parents . 
| chehicle complex Law of Gop, 'by their Pride, 

- Infidelity, and Concupiſcence, in eating the forbid- 


. den Fruit, _—— loſt their In and for- 
ſelted thet Ha 


. miſerable Vaſſals to Sin and Satan; their cor 
dle mper d Appe tites and Paſſions obtaining 
of their ir Reaſon and r bars wa rh 2 

and 


Determinations, and Choice of 

Sn, the eternal Rule of Righteouſneſs, * 
changeable Law of rational Nature, me.. 

+ AND, I believe, chat this natural Pravity, Cor- 


ruption, and e& of legal Righteouſneſs are de- 


- riv'd from Adam to all his natural Of-fpring ; and 


this, not only by meer mechanical Neceſſity, and 


dre Laws of de and Generation; but by the 
oſitive Will, and Appointment” of: GoD 2 4 
nce in the La. | 

oe Papen in eng aud conceiudd in Sin. 

Hence By one: Aa enter d into the Vor 

| aud: Death by Sin; and ſo: Death paſſed upon! 
Men; in whom all haue finned. Hence we find, 


a Lam in our Members, warring againſt the Law 


of our Mind, and bringing us into Captivity ta 


z ſo: that 'whon we would do. Good, Evil i 
preſent with 1. And hence; by the. Offence' of 
one, or by the firſt Original Tranſgreſſion, 7 wag: 


ment came upon al Men to Condemnation. 


I BIIIEVE, that GoD, in his infinite Wil- 


dom and Goodnels, fore ſeeing this 2 on 
cy, and Fall of Man, conſulted his Recovery; an 

to that End enter d into a Covenant of . 
tion with his Son, in which Chriſt's Work is ab- 
ſign' d, and his Reward enſured; that his great 

| : Undertaking ſhould be attended with deſir d Suc- 
ceſs; that — ſhould ſee of the Travail of his Soul 
and be ſatisfied; that he ſhould recover a Seed to 


Herve him, and eſtabliſh a Church of Livin ing Mew a 


bers, on a ſure Founda fas 
2 of the Father. yy 


oy 9 ELIBVE; chat in 


is, funk into ality, became 


ee eee Wo 
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Ram of Fark, 


pr Eleſlaracck upon bin the Natur of Man 
fultil'd all Righteouſneſs; and cqnform?d himſelf 
in particular tu the Law 'of Mediation 7 him 
by the Father g und by his nerfrdt Obedience uno 
Death, Dare ray the Work Of Man's Red: 
tion; vinquifhbil Principalirles ntid 1 
Au d che Den Devil, who rr de 

. 
-Propitiation and Attonemens vor: Sin, as moſt ef- 
fectrally anſwerd the Ends of | nn Juſtice 


and ores: him to diſpoſe of — 


Way, re ev w o his o.. n 
$1 10" ieee | 
| Lande tharim Caiſideration'of this effetiu- 
al-Connuett, and Purchaſe of the Redeemer, Gov 
the Father has appointed in; Eee of all 
Fa Power and A: boch In Heaven and 
rth into his Hands, fubj both Angels and 
Nen under his ſuriſdietion; and hereby enſtituted 
him Supream Regent, 'Governoayand' Judge in the 
\Mediatorial Kingdom; or given him an Abbe 
Legiflatwe and executive: Dower, in order eſfebtu- 
ally to dbtai obtain the Ends of his Death and Suſter- 
in u Witt e n 93 Bü. . N b. We N 
ae rwe, that Jeſus Obriſt * 
Aw hs explatory Sacrifice, -\or * eat upon 
the Craſs, ally Gacitied: the Demands of —— 
Juſtice, „with regard to whe. ffeſt LTA]. or Cove. 
mant of Works, and procurid/an abſolute univerſal 
"Repeal of the Lenalty an nend. cœ chat Law; which 
Threatned Dkath to (every? din; and thereby re- 
mov d that invincible O cle tu the 'Happinels 'of 
Mankind, otirthe Feng tlie & aw; from 
:thezabld ue impddſibilir 1.0 /PETIG legal ighre- 
uuſrieſs; at — me Hed, and Staind of 
the Father} an Act of Grate r Indemnity 
— art fetk- Parthols of iSite" l 
brd mocarding to the Nature” and; Conſlitutien 
-of hi Rwingelical- Covenant; he Uid hereupon, às 
Lord Redeemer, conſtitute a new Law, ot Cove- 


mant idf Grace, duntaiaing un Usiverfal, enditi- 


Jonal Canriof his purchasd Benefits, Tardon, and 


(Life Etortal, a0 ale Jhowld acbept im as! thke = 
b iS 8271054 Saviour, : 


"= 2 2 


3 md Lord; and who, by true eee, 


and Faith, "working by Love, and fincere Obedi- 
ence, ſhould put — — under his Protection; 


and thereby tate the Benefit of that 'gracious in- 


cy Aut, or fall Pardon, which he has pur- 

chas d hy his Blood, ànd which he beſtows only 
on theſe Terms, or. on Perſons thus qualified ac- 
carding to che Nature and Tenor of his 2 25 
Covenant. Tec $6135 £1 

I BzL 1% 11, that Jeſus Chriſt in order 

acid ettectually rwaccompliſh his undettaken Work is . 
the Juſtificatiom and Salvation of Sinners, and there- 


by to ſecure to himſelf a Church of living Members, | 


as the Fruit of his Death and /Sufterinigs,” does 
vouchſaſe to his own People, or to thoſe who are, 
in a ſpecial Senſe, given to him by the Father, the 
peculiar Alſiſtante of his holy Spirit; by which they 
= certainly and eventually prevail'd on to believe 
and ernbrate the Goſpel, FA by Faith, Love, and 
ſincete Obedience, to yield them ſelves as loyal Sub- 
jects to their Lord-Reilcemer;' Converſion; Rege- 
nerut ion, and the new Nature, or the Reimpreſſion 
of the divine Image on the Soul, being every Where 
in Scripture! atttibuted to the peculiar Aſſiſtance 
and Operation of the Spirit of Go'p; and declarq 
to be abſolutely above, and beyond all the Wers 
of lapſed, 1 N And therefore, I be- 
_—_ this ſpecial Aſſiſtance and divine Grace, ta 
indiſpenfably-neceffary to theſe'Ends ; 7 _ 

— bare external Means, no force of of Reabn, 
ment, or moral 85 hon can 1er ſucent wit 

out it. ia 1 ty MI 125 13 

11 Bulinys thi Chil as ſole Legiſlator: in 

his Church, ' has:annex!d to his Goſpel Stems 
ewe poſitive titual Inſtitutions, or — vepre- 
| ng Signs of. the ( inward Effects and Operati- 
Err eehte the! ba- 
orarnents of Baptiſnd , and che Lord's By 
the former of Which, n, Buptüm; dete whe 
are viſibly, and in che Judgrhent EI 
ng; of his Church, ET 
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ceive the full Remiſſion of their Sins „oer. * 
of Chriſt ſignified and repreſented by the waſhing. 
with Water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; and by the latter, 
namely, the Sacrament of Chriſt's Body and Blood, 
his Death and Sufterings, by his own Will and Ap- 
pointment, are frequently and ſolemnly to be com- 
memorated; and thoſe moſt ineſtimable Bl * 
Benefits, and Fruits of his moſt pecious Blood; u- 

_ Rification, and Life eternal; thankfully receiv'd 
and acknowled ped, as they are repreſented, con- 
vey d, and to true Believers in this holy 

. Sacrament. „ i ee 

I BELIE VE, that Jeſus Chriſt, in order to the 
more effectual Propagation of the Goſpel, and rend- 

ring it fruitful in the Hearts and Lives of its Profeſ- 
ſors, and for the due and regular Management of 
Chriſtian Societies and Worſhip, has conſtituted and 
appointed a ſtated, ſettled Miniſtry in his Church, 
to continue tothe End of the World; ſeparated from 
all ſecular Employments and Avocations, and more 
immediately devoted to the Care of Souls, in diſ· 

g the Word, Sacraments; and all the Chri- 

2 1 to * eee I believe, 
are, according to the Will and Appointment 

of "Chil and his Apoſtles, to be publickly and ſo- 

lemnly ordain'd, ſeparated, and ſet apart by the Im · 

poſition of Hands and Prayer. 

IBEII EVE, chat Jeſus Chriſt, as Lord Redeem 

1 er, and in Conſequence of his ſupream Commiſſion 

| ng and Authority, will, at the end of this Evangelical 

1 Diſpenſation, or at the Conſummation of all Things, 
come to judge the World: That he will deſcend 

from Heaven in the Glory of his Father, and at- 
tended with his holy Angels; and having rd his 
Almighty Power rais d the Dead, both ſmall and 

great, out of their Graves, he will -fummon. the 
whole human Race, or natural Qf&ſpring of Adam, 
with the Jl Angels ber- * ; and Ne _ 

exact and circumſtantial Trial, according to the Na- 

ture and Conſtitution of his Goſpel Law, he will paſs 

a righteous Sentence upon all Men, both good and 
had; On choſe who have ers ugh good Fight, 
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he will beſtow a Crown of Life, and pronounce on 


them that pardonin 2, abſolving Sentence, Come ye 


re om the Foundation of the World. 


Bleſſed. of Father inherit the Kingdom prep: 
E 22 you fr vundation "bs 
on all final impenitent Sinners, who rejected his 


Brace, or abus d and turn d it into Wantonneſs; 
who openly denied the Truth, or held it in Un- 


righteouſneſs ; who deny d the Lord that bought 

them, and wou'd not have this Man to reign over 

them, he will denounce that dreadſul Sentence; 

Depart err me ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire 
[1 


and the Righteous into Life Eternal, 


. 


. the ie ted go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, . 
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O U have now, my dear, and 
much eſteemed Brother, re- 
ceiv'd the folemn Inveſtiture 


been, reſolve, Ne Gop's Help, to comply with. 

Heads ſhall fay unto you, 
— be found in St. Paul's Epiſtles to Timothy, 
and that to Titus, and are ſome of thoſe Rules, 
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Character and Conduct of Miniſters of the Gof- 


pel, . 


_- 
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x * 
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is, that you be throughly ſenſible what an Honour 
und Priviledge Gop has confer'd upon you, in 
calling you to this ſacred Work, and thankful to 
him upon the Account of it. You are a Miniſter 
not of an Earthly, but of the Heavenly King; an 
Ambaſſadour for Chriſt, a Steward of the M yite 
ries of G op, are ſet apart for the Service of Chriſt 
m a peculiar Matiner : You are 1 yr to carry 
on the fame noble and ufeful Work, that the Son 


of GoÞ did when here upon Earth; are to treat 


with Sinners about their Reconciliation to Gor 


and eternal Salvation! You are call'd to oppoſe 


the Devil's Kingdom, and to promote the Kingdom 
of Chrift in the World, and in the Soul; are made 
an Inſtrument to deliver Men from Ignorance, Er- 
ror, Sin and Miſery, and. promote their Faith, 
. 

Station, ſu | | 
Iy then tis no {mall Honour, and Priviledge that is 
conifer d upon you. Philoſophers who made it 
their Buſineſs to inſtru, and inform Mankind, 


' 1, Tus firſt Thing I would recommend ts you 


Holineſs and Happineſs. Such is your 
uchi the Work you are call'd to, and ſure- 
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were juſtly accounted Honourable, What Honour 


Wien Are they raisd to, who are Miniſters in 
[ rilt's Spiritual Kingdom, are imploy d in bring- 
ing Men to the Knowledge of Faith in, and Obe- 
dience to, him, whereltt halt trueſt Happineſs con- 
ſiſts. The . us, and 77 Mr. Herbert, 
when he had Occaſion to ſpeak of Chriſt, us d to 
fay, A4, Mater, with a peculiar Emphaſis ; as if 
proud of the Character of being his Servant. And 
' Honour and 1 And tis a great Priviledge to 
de ſeparated to a V 


15 tnight he glory in that, which was his trueſt 
fork that frees you from many 


| wofldly Incumbrances, and Temptations, that - 


khers are unavoidably expoled to, and gives you 


rtunities. of improving in Knowledge | 


and Virtne, and of working out your own Salva- 
tion, which are che moſt defirable Goods, "Be ſer 
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Ends! in this great and awful 
84 in worldly Ends, as to cries your 5 fp If, 
part for the Miniſtry by G o „ and by 


of Gop, the Pro 
Salvation of Souls. They that make Honour 0 


furniſh'd; but you 


* 175 . 


"oh _ of = Horns — EE ; Gor op 
bas confer d ks you, and thankful. to bim; 
' thankful that he put it into the Hearts of your 
Friends to educate you a Scholar ; thankful that 
he put it into your Hear to. devote your ng to 
this Work; and that he opened a Way, in | 
Providence, for your RS: e e aer, 
14 conſecrated to * 


2. Tax next pre 1. wth ln is, 
that you conſider ſeriouſly, what a great Wl im- 
portant Truſt is committed to you: The T 


of Souls, Which are immortal, and Which Chrif 


Bas ranſom'd with his own Blood ; - an awful Truſt 


N indeed and well ma you fa e een, * 
=” Sufficient for theſe T Ling Po 


N 
3. My next Advice is, a ge ph Ae a 
no 


Applauſe, to make à Figure in the Wi 
ut at Foe Ends for. which you al called and. ſet a 


Jo deliver Men from the N of in, Ign — 

rance, and Miſery; and advance them 0 Ne 

ledge, Piety and Fuppines to promote the Yum 
perity of the World, Tad th 


Gain their chief End, in taking on they the mi 


niſterial Character, are wretched) ly. an, and 


n of the vileſt of Mortals. 
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4. My next Advice is, that you improve your 


3 Ind, encreaſe your Stock of Knowledge. I m 


no Doubt but that 557 are ay, 6 conſiderably 
ould * be ſtill e 
king farther Improvements: And without Car 


the Knowled edge you have gain'd will be loſt again 


and the Mi pow: r and barren.” And let 
adviſe you to * eful to improve in tha 
Knowledge, which will be moſt ſubſervient to your 
Sreat Work: You ſhould imploy much Time, and 
BAL. Attention in n & e Holy ae 


858 „ e eee ee 
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"dich i is to be the great Rule of your. Preaching, 
the Fund from whence. your Matter muſt be drawn. 

Fart of St. Pauls Advice to Timothy. is, that he 
: ſhould give attendance to Reading; and he men- 
tions it to his Praiſe, that from a Chil he had 
known the Holy SPE, I ſhould endea- 
vour to know as much of G 11.5 can; 11 
know Him as the firſt. Crake, ET, End. of. 
Things; to know his Perfections, his Providence, 
his Will and Laws; to know Him as he is in Him- 
elf, and as he is in his Son; ſhould eſpecially; ac- 

' quaint your ſelf with his glorious Deſign of faving 
Les by Jeſus Chriſt, with the Nature of the 
new Covenant, the Conditions it requires, the Pro- 
miſes it makes, and the Directions it gives. Iis one 
Sreat Part of a Miniſter's Buſineſs, to inſtruct Peo- 
bh in theſe Things; but howy can he do this, un- 

ſs he is well inſtructed himſelf? And the Way to 

is carefully to ſtudy the Scriptures. "The 

Word of Gon contains a rich Treaſure; but it is 1 
not a Treaſure lying upon the Surface, for every 
_ careleſs and lazy Perſon to gather u but it is a 
. Treaſure lying in Ne: Mine; 5 and they that m mean 
to poſſeſs it, muſt dig and b after it. 
here, i in Order to improve your, Mind, let me 
viſe you to keep it as unbias d as you. can, — 
from Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice, open to receive 
Truth from whatever Quarter it comes. Take : 
Things meerly upon Truſt; ſuſpend your Aſſent 

ill Evidence forces it 9 — you. If you take your - 
No otions upon Truſt, will not make a right 

Uſe of 15 5 Bente 1555 an wer, Gop's End in 
giving And if you ſtore up never ſo 

Things at this po it Al tend but little to your 

Improvement; and if you are in the Right it is 

but by Chance, poodle God think ever the ber 

ter of ou 


1 5. Take G1 not only 1 your Knowledge, but ut 
85 your Faith 9 wage are a ſincere Believer: 
ou ought to be ed your. 0 of the * 
and Ned Fr thoſe Things, you would 
AGRI e and practice, St. Paul 
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The EX HRORKTAT ION. 
in his Epiſtle to Timoty, often recommends this to 
"Miniſters; Adviſes, that they be Vouriſhed and 

brought up in the Words of Faith, that they hold 
Faſt the Form of ſound Words in Faith, &c. And 
indeed, it was needful to be very pteſſing about 
this Matter; for without Faith a Man is not a 
Chriſtian, much leſs fit to be a Miniſter. Miniſters 
are appointed to inſtruct and build Men up in the 
Cbriſtian Faith. But how can he be fit to do this, 
that is an Unbeliever himſelf? Surely fach a Perfon 
will be very cold and careleſs in this Work. - He 
that believes not the Goſpel heartily Himſelf, will 
Have little Heart to perſwade others to believe it. 
W 2 Faith he > ws be oy tn 5 not his 
any Cauſe to expect the Bleſſing of Go p, or any 
good Effect of his Performances. Such a one acts 
2 vile Part, his Aims muſt needs be unworthy, and 
Bis Profeſſing himſelf a Minifter of Chriſt is mon- 
ſtrous. Beware then of Infidelity, be not fond of 
raiſing Scruples and Doubts about Religion: En- 
deavour rather to ſtrengthen your Faith, by con- 
Lidering the ſolid Foundation Religion flands up- 
on, and the weakneſs of thoſe Attacks that have 
been made againſt it; by contemplating che Works 
and Attributes of Gop, and conſulting your oum 
Reaſon and Conſcience. And the more you do 
this, the more you will be confirm'd in the Belief 
of Chriſtianity, will find the Evidence for its 
Truth to be as great as the Nature of the Thing 
will allow, and ſufficient to give the Minds of 
all ſober. unprejudic d Perſons entite ſatisfaction; 
, and that they that are not convinc'd by it / are 
not Infidels for want of Evidence, but for want 
of Attention, and for want of having 4 
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6. THE next Advice I would give you. relates 
to the Performance of your Miniſterial Work: 
And the Parts 1 fhall pak to, but very briefly, 
are Preaching, private Inſtruction, 8 
and Diſcipline; all which, I think, are contain d 
in that Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 2 * tv. 5 
ys reac 
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e Miniſters very much fail in 
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cities of the People, wha: 
Language 


tower above them in Light Flights of 
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their Parts 


edify. Such Men Lenny 
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than to inſtruct and 
the very Deſign of 


Perſons of 


the Goſpel Miniſtry, which is to pro 


the meaneſt and 


all ſorts ; 


weakeſt, as well as thoſe 


a finer Taſte, 
ENT of our 1 ay 
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and carry them * his. ' Boſum, and gew(y lead 
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that were with 


ſions ſet forth, 


and larger Capacity. It was 
eat Teacher ſent 
«ed bis Hoc like: 
er wr, Lombs in his Ar eB 


which figurative Expreſ- 
2 ſcendingly he ſhould 


How 


treat his People, 


when he came to inſtruct 


them ; 


and ſuch was his Practice throughout the Courſe 
7 his Minilizy ; ; and he pre ach d the Goſpel to the 
Foor and Illiterate in ſuch. a manner as they could: 

underſtand : And John xxi. 15, 16. 8 
Peter, and in him all ſucceeding Miniſters, to feed; 


not only hi 


knowing and frm hn » 


Chriſtians, but 
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not inſtructs, act contrary to their Duty, to the 


Deſign of the Goſpel Miniſtry, to the Precepts of 


Scripture, and the Examples of Chriſt, and his 


Apoſtles, and they go not the Way to ſerve the 
Church of Chriſt, to ſatisfy their own Conſci-. 
ences, nor to gain the Character and the Reward 
of faithful Miniſters ; and however they may be 
pleas d with their own Performances, and think 
they ſhew their Wiſdom and great Learning, in 
uſing Strains and Notions above 1 7 Capacities, 
they in effect diſcover their own Folly and Vani 

d render themſelves but the more contemptible 


in the Opinion of the beſt and wiſeſt Men. And 


as Miniſters Diſcourſes ſhould be clear, fo they 
ſhould be practical too. A Miniſter may expreſs 
himſelf very plainly and ve 1 at the lame 
time You ſhould not inſiſt on Matters that are 
trifling, or barely ſpeculatiye, but on fuch as have 


2 Tendency to ſanctify the Heart, and reform the 


Life. Divinity is not a ſpeculative, but a pre 
Science, and the Doctrine of Chriſt is a Doctrine 
according to Godlineſs. The great Deſign of the 
Inſtitutions of Religion is to reclaim Men from 
Sin, and inſpire them with Virtue and Goodneſs; 
and ſuch then ſhould the Difcourſes of Miniſters 
be: They ſhould contain the fubſtantial Truths 
and Duties of Religion; ſuch as tend to make 
Men wiſer and better, more happy in themſelves, 


more uſeful in this World, and more fit for ano- 
ther. And as your Sermons ſhould be plain and 


practical, ſo you ſhould deliver em in ſuch a man- 
ner, as may 'ſhew you are in earneſt, not deadly 


and coldly, but with Life and Affection. The 


Way to convince, convert, and edify, is to work 
upon the Affections; here the Entrance muſt firſt 
be made: And they, that will affect others, muſt 
ſhew that they are affected themſelves ; tibi, fi vi 
me flexe, dolendum eft, ſays Horace, "Tis not 
enough that Miniſters deliver important Truths, 
and uſe clear and proper Language, but they muſt 
ſpeak with that Concern as-is ſuitable to the Im- 
portance of the Thing, muſt cry aloud and ſpare 
net, addreſs themſelves to the People in the moſt” 
MITT. f moving 
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'Princh js, and every {inful Practice; to bring 
to yield univerſal e to che Precepts of hb 


Goſpel. This is What yu are "engagd to do by 
. taking on you this Sacred Oe, 92 By is what 
both Ses and Man F * 73 ES 


F, 
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part of your'Care. T ae RneS . | 
hs 2 Nite conſiſts only = va excifes, 


and that he is call'd'1 eo! uleful n r Way. 
Theſe, how wal 15 ages nk d, git but 1 
of his Duty. H ought to be 


u 12 5 er e 17 7 requir'd of Miniſters 
7 inſtant, not only in Seaſon, but out of Sea- 
on; i. e. not only to prea in Publick; but, upon 
alt convenient Opportihities, to inſtruct Perſonsin 
Private too. There may be ſome Things needful 
to be told Perſons, that are not fit for pars 
Diſcourſes, and that 2 8 particular Addre 
In Pike Perſons may difcover their Doubts aid 
Scruples, produce O Rs lay open the 
State of their Minds and d ſo receive 
| ig voy and Inſtruction better. eat Farr of 
Mi Miniſt er's private Work confifts "in viſiting the 
Sick. Theſe are taken off from'publick TArath- | 
ONS, and fo have the more need of that which is 

private. In Sickneſs Pe 1175 {e's Minds are generally 
more open to Advice and Inſtruction, than 
e imes. This vs til em off from 0 
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Concerns, and the near Proſpect of Death, ;Judg- 
ment, and Eternity, that they have before them, 
awakens them to a ſerious Concern for their Souls, 


removes Averſion and Prejudice, and renders. em 


flulceptibie of good Inflruction; and they have 


the utmoſt Need of it at ſuch a critical Time. 
' Wherefore let not ſick Perſons want your Viſits, 
. your, Counſel and Admonition; addreſs them with 
great Compaſſion and Seriouſneſs; exhort. them to 
examine the State of theit Souls, to ſurvey their 
hnaſt Lives ; endeavour to make them ſenſible of 
their Sins, and humble and penitent upon account 
of them; ſet before them the Mercies of Gop 
in Chriſt Jeſus, but givg them no Incouragement 
a0, 9 5 ois Mercy. upon any other Terms, 
CAITN Aa „ OPbh. NF 


60A, 10 Catechiſing ; make this allo a Part of 
your Work. "Take this Method to inſtruc young 
Perſons in the Principles of Religion; and let 
them not lean by Rote, but endeavour to make 
them underſtand the Meaning of what they ſay: 
And in Order to this, it would be a good way to 
but alſo upon learning, or at leaſt upon reading, 
ſome judicious Expoſition of it. In the primitive 
Times, 1 7 was made one great Part of 
the Miniſter's Work; ang not only Children and 
very young Ferſons, but ſuch as were Elder, ſub- 
mitted to this way of Inſtruction; and Chriſtians 
were then far more conſpicuous in Knowledge and 
Virtue: ;; to which. happy State of the Church, 
this Care that was taken in Catechizing was doubt- 
leſs ee Eo ot a eels 


1 


: 2 
1 


(A= to Diſcipline; this too you ought to make 
part of your Care. He that conſiders the Titles 


Miniflers have ip them in Scripture, the Rela- 
tion in Which they are placed, the Inſtructions gi- 
ven to them about governing, and to the People 


about Submiſſion and Obedience, wil not help 
ihinking this to be a part of their Work and Pu- 
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ty. Make it then part of your Care; . labour = 
maintain good Order in the Church of "i 
to keep thoſe committed to your Charge within 
the Bounds of Duty, to reclaim them when wan⸗ 
dring, and if they return, j 3 e them. 
But if no Method will prevail to bring them to 
-ontrition and Amendment, let them be cut off 
from Chriſtian Communion, and not ſuffered: 0 
diſhonour Chriſt, and profane the ſacred 
e ee ne Sts „„ 
7. My next Advice i & "thi you e a 6. 
8 Temper, and a. good Conſcience. Piety is 
an e {ſetitiat Qualification of a Mos 
ought always to be under its warmeſt inch | 
NT the Work of Miniſters to gle a Flame +; 
Piety and Devotion in the Breaſts of -others ; þ + but 
how unlikely are they to do this, if Strangers to 
ey 2 Spirit themſelves? They that diſcourſe o Ae 
e Beauty of Holineſs, the'Bleſledriefs 1 a f's good q 
Conſcience, the Hopes of Heaven, an ity: 
of working out one's Salvation, *. ” the Aged 
time wy a-rag/h obs of what they ſay, will 
barely, excite thoſe Motions in other Mens Hearts 
t 175 ever felt in their own : Yn = that is 
holy, and „ devoted N ks the 
guage of his Heart, and will be ee 8 M | 
the Hearts. of others. How, can it be thought 
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ood Men at the fame time are troubled,. 


and too often ſtumbled thereby. He that is at the 


2 2 * Mr up of Nur. ang. 9975 

Tanſgre or of its Rules, is 

doodle, flerice,. in not only. being. ineguly ple. Alte 

elf, hut in encouraging the Irregularities of others. 
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petites, and place their chief Happineſs in ſenſual 
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(2.) By fober and temperate. One that is a de- 


voted Servant to his Luſts, 'a Sot, a Glutron, ' os 


is. Ch 


the Pleaſures of Senſe, wa 1 d 
Abſtinence, and in all his Behaviour and Conver- 
fation ſhew'd, that he preferr'd other Joys before 
theſe earthly Delights. "Surely they that call them- 
ſelves his 'Miniſters' ought” to Imitate him herein. 
*Tis a Shame for them to be Saves to their Ap- 


and abſtemious way of Living, quite appoſite to 
Clo has 


2 


Entertainments, ' Such 4 Lise is oppoſite to the 
EY mint 
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"Tie 1 | 


ſober wine yo temperate, nh fond ry gratifying their 
,carnal Appetites. Faſts were more common among 


them on than Fealts ; La inſtead oben e 
for tem an t e 0 
8 e ey were remar 


able for Mortification and enyal: And here- 
by they brought Honour to their great Lord, to 


the. 8 Gos ima. to themſelves; and this was one 


ught ſo many of the Heathens in 
— ts 2 janity, and made them Converts 


to it but in after Ages, Miniſters, as well as 


other too generally left, off their tem- 


ee way of Living, and indulg'd to Luxury, 


e e oh ro 
e Or its Proteſiors, elpecially o ers, 
is one 8 that has caſt Aer on Reli- 


the Glory of Gop, and the Bo 


gion, 
: $row of ip ny brought infinite ene in 
Ll the World. 


1 G- 57 Be uy 1 i 1 FIG our 3 $ 
en Precept your. Ron and unalterable Rule; 
Bun at ſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, 


da ye even: ſo to them. If you are call'd to judge ; 


in any Caſe, to decide an y Controverſy: 
your pals a righteons Judgment, and ſpeak. 
cere Sentiments without Favour or Af- 


Eon. In your Admonitions and Reproofs, deal 


= with the Rich as, well as the Poor. In your 
unſel an Advice be as ready to inſtruct the 


the dee en So are ee pron 
Look | 
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Tete are too many, and that among Miniſters, 


whoſe Temper is very remote from; Charity: Who 


are ſtingy, covetous, griping and pn who 
1 N their 1 e the Poo 7, andes 


8 — very | 


care * | 


to be ern dealt Trouble: or . = Cow: 
who are envious and cenforious, Bigot 

or det of Opmions, and xd 
that difiey from them. If Thy" 
whoſe Brains are not caſt in the 
theirs, he differ from them: In * 
Matters; What hard "Thbyghts do they \ 
of them? What hard Names Joad them with 2 
ſhall their moſt a aun Holy Les 
them from the ſevereſt Cenfures, and from tt 
ſevereſt Perſecutions too; hap: ve it id the! 
Power. ben x have been too mart; 54 R 
Inſtandes in all Ages. But What bo ITE Ul 
juſt and 4ireaſoyable than Ml ET Or Ih 


more unbecoming Miniſters of the Pant ä 


they that differ from them think ea 120155 
are in the Right? And none 5 85 5 Seay + 
and equal Authority to try Pitti Ar | 
Gop made them wo fs theſe 1 
more than he has made others? , "What fete 
then can they have for We rind Trea 
their Brethren? Why ſhould not be ' willin 
others ſhould think and believe for themſelves 


Wl. as they? £99. how a is it 2 9 


themſelves in GOD's to Wrelt the . 
ment out of his Hands, t 2 52 * their weak 
Brethren for whom Chri died, and Who m 
with themſelves ſtand or fall another” "Tyibunal? 
How Nidely de ſuch Men differ from the Dodtrini 
and Example of 'Chrift.? _ how JOE Aarra 
his Deſign in comin World?” 
came to unite Men 6 hs" moſt Aiſtant Ten wo 
Parties and Intereſls, in n tk 
commands us to love all Men, even © 
and Perſecutors, and to do Good for Rei a 
Gentleneſs and Sweetneſs, Love and 3 
adorn d his whole Canverſation. He inſtrusted 
the lęnoramt, "Tipported the Weak, comforted the 
Dillreſied, healed the Sick, his Miracles, his Con- 
verſes, his Words and Actions, like ſeveral Lines 
drawn into a * all conſpir d in the Happine 
of D His Counſel were deliver d enen 
oft 
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. to be ſordid Lovers of themſelves, and has a great 
11 many ill Conſequences attending it. Where you 
wo ſee any real Virtue and Worth in Perſons, let this 
_ 7 incline you to ſpeak well and honourably of them, 
1 | more 55 Twenty little differences in * 
1 Incline you to be cold towards them, or 
1 thing to their diſreputation. I know this Advice 
= is not agreeable to a Party Spirit, nor does it gra- 


IE. * 
4 


tis molt agreeable to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, to 
the Doctrine and Example of its great Author, 
tis moſt for his Honour and the Advancement of 
his Cauſe, and will, by followin Ou. 


it, render y 
uſeful and ornamental in the Chriſtian Church. 
will ſpine before Men, with chearing and ſalutary 
Raye, and 2 will promote the Peace and Happi- 
neſs of the World. Whereas, if your Spirit and 


prove but a blind and dark Guide. Or, if you may 
be ſaid to make your Light ſhine, twill be but like 
that of malignant Comets, which portend Miſ- 


< 


chief and Deſtruction when they appear. 


(fays the Apoltle) no Brawler, no Striker. You 


pointments, and therefore had need arm yourſelyes 
with Patience. Miniſters are wont to be expos d 
more than others, to injurious Treatment, to Cen- 


tions. You may perhaps be {lighted by thoſe who 
have moſt Cauſe to reſpe&t you, and ſee others 
prefer d before ou. You may have Perſons for- 
ſake. your Miniltry, though you preach never fo 
Sound and Senſible, and prefer Noiſe and Non- 
ſenſe before the molt judicious and edifying Diſ- 


Knowledge and Virtue, do but expoſe him to the 
greater Sufle: ings; it proves dangerous for him to 
be more knowing, and virtuous than his Neigh- 
 bours, His exalted Worth makes him but . 
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y any 


By this means your Light, as our Saviour requires, 


muſt expect to meet with Difficulties and Diſa- 


tify Mens ſplenetic and dividing Humours. But 


Behaviour ſhould be the Reverſe of this, you will 


F. Bx patient and contented, Nor ſvon Angry 


ſure and Calumny, and other Trouhles and Afflic- 


courſes. Sometimes a Man's ſuperior Wiſdom, 
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are ſome in the World, who, inſtead of having 


that noble and diſintereſted Spirit of Jolm the 


5 797 who rejoyced to ſee the conquering Bright - 
nels of our Saviour's Wiſdom and Virtue, though 
he knew his ay would be leſſen d and obſcur d 
by it, that to ſee others outſhine them, ſtirs up 
their Hatred and Envy, and they will ſtick at no 
Method, however baſe and cruel, to defame and 
injure thoſe that ſtand in the way of their Glory. 
Whatever \ Injuries, Hardſhips. and Afflictions you. 


may meet with, it is your Wiſdom and Duty to 


behave your: ſelf with Temper and Patience; as 


this will be the Way to promote your on Eaſe 
and Safety,” ſo it will bring Honour * Pro- 
feſſion, and to Chriſt your Maſter: Whereas if 


you are fretful ang impatient, and fly out into an- 
gry Paſſions, when things go not juſt as you would: 


ve. them,. you will add weight .to your Burden, 
diſhonour your Lord, and that Character you bear. 
You ought to conſider the Pattern of Patience and 


iſh diſcontented Behaviour, he bore the great - 

t Affronts, Abuſes, and Afflictions, with the 
weeteſt Patience, and moſt entire Reſignation to 
the Will of his GoD and Father. He was glo- 
rious in Adverſity, and ſhew'd the greateſt Readi- 
neſs. in ſuttering, as well as doing the Will of 


GOD. Though he was the molt excellent Perſon. 


in the World, and deſerv'd+ the Higheſt Honour 
and Bliſs ; and though inſtead of it he met with 


Poverty, Diſgrace, Reproach, and the moſt infuf- 


ferable Pain and Torture; yet not a Word of Com- 


plaint after all! not a diſcontented Look, or mur- 
muring Expreſſion | He neither reflected on Gp 
nor Man; no not on thoſe: wicked ungrateful. 
| were the Cauſe of his Miſery : but 
meekly committed himſelf to him that judgath - 
righteouſly. That Agony which was fo dreadful- 


as to force the Blood through all the Pores of his 


Skin, could not extort 


from him. * hid ather indeed, that of. 
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not my Will, but thine be dene. And alles 
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which only their Cracky made ed be ſo. 
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alſo, in your ordinary Converſation, you ought to 
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ought never to appear a N 
ere fo and melancholy Air: This is net 
for the Credit of Religion, nor for your own Com- 
fort and Profit; ſuch a Temper and ' Behaviour is 
not ſuitable to the Chiſtian Religion, and none 
have given a more wrong and unſuſt Character of 
3t; than they that have repreſented it as a ſour me- 
lancholy T0 a Foe to Tranquility and Chear- 
fulneſs. er is quite contrary to this, it 
| tends to Nie Melancholy, to baniſh Fears, to re- 
s Hopes, and kindle their Joys, and make 
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a gracious Malter yo 


ſerve, what a Hleſſed Work you are imp loy's in, | 


what Aſſiſtance expect, and 
rious Rewatd 3 your. Faches; 
vou may very well proceed in your Work with 


and Pleafare, But then amidſt Fa 


; alt and moſt pleafint Humouts, you * 

void a light and frothy A our Mirth 
muſt never treſpaſs upon Ch eſs and 
Gravity. You ** 2 as W 4 8 495 
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are hinder d from declaring the whole Counſel 
Gon” and tempted to . conceal ſame. impo 
Matters from the People, which: © ought to be $74 
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28 The, ExXHOR TATION. . 
the Goſpel of, Chriſt, for it is the Power of G 
ro Salvation to every one that believes. You ſerve 
a great and good Maſter, you are ingag d in a 
good and honourable Cauſe, and a good Go 
will take your. Part, and bear you through. Pro- 
ceed then with undaunted Boldneſs and Reſolution. 


8. BE diligent and laborious in your Work, In- 
dulge not your Eaſe, give not way to . Sloth, nor 
let worldly Buſineſs and, Cares, ſwallow. up. your 
Thoughts, and clog and embarras you. Keep one 
Mind as free and 89 7 — from the World as 
vou can, and bend all your Powers toward carry- 
ing on that great Work, to which you are called 
and ſolemnly ſet apart. Not but that you may, an« 
ought, -ſometimes to divert your ſelf, in an innocent 
and moderate way ; and allo to take Care of your 
worldly Concerns. But then this mult be done, 
ſo as not to interfere with, and juſtle gut your 
more important Buſineſs, This is the leaſt can be 
meant by St. Paul's Advice to wa 1 Tim, iv. 
15. Meditate on theſe Things, give thy ſelf wholly 
ts em. And take notice of what he ſays, 2 Tim, 
fi. 3 E Thou therefore endure Hardſhip, 4s 4 
| good Soldier of Jeſus Chrift. No Man that war- 
reth entangleth himſelf with the Affairs of this 
Life, that he may pleaſe him that hath choſe him 
PR erat was 
9. LET me only farther adviſe you to * 
frequent and earneſt Prayers to G OD, N 
Chrift, for his Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing, Pray for 
your {el , pray for your People; that GOD would 
fit you for your Work; would make you diligent, 
faithful and ſucceſsful, Thoſe Miniſters: that pray. 
moſt, are like to be beſt qualified for their Work, 
and moſt faithful, and moſt ſucceſsful in it. By 
this method you will keep your Affections lively, 
and your Mind clear, will be like Moſes when he 
came down from Mount Sinai, with Glory on his 
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order to profit your ſelf and others. 1 ao 
ITnus, _ 1 have laid before you _ Mattem e 
city ande are ed 4 1 have done it, I pan ng very 459 
| edly and imperfectly. Tis you muſt dor 
5 or your ſelf. Frequently read over St. Paul's ,. 1 
Epiſtles to Timothy and Titus, and form your ſelf /. 
upon. that Model, and you will need no other In 
ions. Study to ſhew - your ſelf approy'd of \ 5 
G 70D. Toſs heed 110 your ſelf and your Doctrinqm 
continue in 52 for in doing this you will bon 
| ave your ſelf and them that hear you. Thus the * 
conſtant Bleſſing of GOD. ſhall 4 you, his 
Grace aſſiſt you, and the Marks of his Favour fol- 
low you in the Diſcharge of your Duty. Lou 
will have Peace of Conſcience, and the comfort of i . 4 
ſeeing the Sycceſs of your Labours;, You will die 
with 5 at leaſt with Safety; and when the 
chief Sbepherd ſhall appear Fu ſhall 2 2 7 
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